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Our President Brings Us a New Reader! 

 
Heather Weare, CCLC Board President  has been very busy over the 
past several months. Help us welcome Lydia Weare as the newest 
member of the Literacy Council family. Mother and baby Lydia are doing 
fine. Congratulations to the Weares. 

 

CCLC Officers 2009  

President – Heather Weare 

Vice President – Wendy Stockton 

Secretary – Sharon Henning 

Treasurer – Marj Lambe  
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NEWSLETTER 
FALL 2009 

 
 
Executive Director’s Message, Isa Ponce-Jiménez 

As we begin a new year, I make a mental inventory of what CCLC has 
achieved this past calendar year and… my goodness! many things 
indeed happened the second half of the year.  Our Family Literacy 
Program took off in July as we met one night for six weeks.  By mid 
November, we will have served more than 30 families, including at least 
40 adults and more than 100 children.  The 17th Annual Adult Spelling 
Bee took place in September and this year we added a new little twist to 
it: a silent auction.  Thanks to Janice Shoun’s diligence and commitment 
this auction brought extra income.  We hope to continue this activity as 
part of our popular annual event.   

Since our moving into the library our individual tutoring has increased 
tremendously.  Also, we are enjoying a greater visibility in the Korean 
community and many of their members have joined our literacy classes.  
In fact, one of the local Korean churches is considering opening a center 
at their building in the very near future.  

The Fall Tutor Training was well attended and most of the tutors have 
been matched with a student or a group of students.  Our partnership 
with the Housing Authority of the Santa Barbara County will be 
strengthened as we are planning to reopen both centers, Evans Park 
and Central Plaza 
 

 

Announcements 
Wanted : tutors for an exciting experience.  Become a tutor and join the 
thousands of volunteers who give the gift of time to make a difference.  
Join us and bring a friend to the upcoming Tutor Training: January 30 
and February 6, 2010 at the Santa Maria Library, Shepard Hall, from 9 
am to 3:30 pm.  Call 925-0951, ext. 836/837 for more information. 
 
Wanted:  Volunteers to help out with our tutor training sessions 
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My Favorite Book and Why I Love It 
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Lynda Snodgrass: 
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Margaret Cooper, a longtime tutor and Literacy Boar d member, received a 
precious thank-you card recently.  

 

  

Literacy Centers Report 
 

Report from Bethel Center ,  by Sharon Hushka 
 
The response from the community has expanded this year at Bethel  
Tutoring Center, especially for the evening sessions held Tuesday and  
Thursdays from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Susan Nielsen, Evening Center  
Director at Bethel, oversees 15 students with help from tutors Lois Gadsby,  
Cathy Wengler, and Valerie Malangko. The students have been divided into      
different literacy level groups.  
 
Nielsen, who has been Bethel’s Evening Director for five years, commented, “It’s 
exciting to have several new students and to see their enthusiasm for  
learning – whether they are beginners or more advanced learners. This is  
what we exist for.” 
 
At the Bethel center, two adults are attending the daytime classes held  
Tuesday and Thursdays from noon through 2 p.m. Phyllis Wicks, tutor  
volunteer for about seven years, said that “It is wonderful the way each  
student is so dedicated and determined to learn.” Wicks continues to work  
with a returning student. Sharon Hushka, the new Daytime Center Director,  
is currently tutoring a new student, also on a one-to-one basis. She is  
excited about the opportunity to help others and admires all those who  
volunteer their time and the students who are committed to improving their  
lives. 
 
Whether working in groups or with an individual, the tutor volunteers at  
Bethel appreciate the opportunity to help adults meet their goals.  
 



 

Central Coast Literacy 
Council 

421 South McClelland 
Street 

Santa Maria, CA 93454 

(805)925-0951 ext.836 

We’re on the Web! 

centralcoastliteracy.org 

 

 
 

 
The Riverview report :  Good things do come in threes.  Three women 
from Riverview are reading books to their kids each night.  Go, Riverview 
readers!  Three Riverview readers also applied to the Exploration Station 
for computers for their kids…and their applications have been approved!   
 
Regular readers of CCLC News will remember reading a Riverview 
Reader Recipe a few issues back.  Stay tuned…one of the Riverview 
Readers is bringing her cheese and chili cornbread/pie to the Center 
next week.  Director Carol Maulhardt has promised the recipe for the 
next newsletter.  By the way, congratulations are in order for Carol.  
ProLiteracy America, an International Tutoring program, has certified her 
as a tutor trainer. 
 
Fall Tutor Training 
 
17 new tutors earned their stripes at CCLC’s most recent training 
sessions on October 17 and 24th.  These new tutors hail from a variety 
of fascinating places, including Britain, Palau (an island in the Pacific 
near Guam), and the Philippines. 
 
Some members may wonder just exactly what happens at tutor training.  
Well, as you may expect, trainers spend most of the class time sharing 
tutoring techniques.  These techniques include preparing lesson plans 
and use of the “English No Problem” Series of reading books.  This 4-
book series follows the Laubach method of teaching to write and read 
English.  “Literacy” is the most basic book in the series. It teaches words 
and concepts like the alphabet, colors and numbers.  These words and 
concepts allow literacy learners to repeat their phone numbers and 
addresses and talk about their families.  The books get progressively 
more involved and advanced. 
 
Training classes also show prospective tutors how to use the Rosetta 
Stone computer program.  All of CCLC’s literacy centers have Rosetta 
Stone available for tutoring use.  Rosetta Stone is a popular and effective 
method for learning a second language. 
 
In addition to teaching tutoring techniques, training seeks to build new 
tutor confidence using situational and interactive exercises.  For 
example, Dolores Segui attends training and presents a lesson in the 
French language.  After hearing this lesson, a tutor will feel more 
confidence in his or her ability to tutor without knowing a word of the 
native language.  Dolores’ presentation is reinforced by a movie of a man 
speaking in a language no one knows.  While speaking, the man uses a 
“total physical response” or TPR technique to reinforce his words by 
modeling his actions. 
 
 
Fall tutor training featured a new interactive exercise to show the 
importance of being sensitive to stereotyping.  This exercise split 
participants into two groups called “foreigners” and “Americans.”  People 



were asked to repeat stereotypical comments such as “Americans are 
too direct, blunt and nosy” and “Foreigners are so shy.”  Although the 
comments exaggerated common stereotypes, the participants felt 
uncomfortable during the exercise.  The exercise confirmed the 
importance of respecting cultural differences. 
 

Congratulations to all the new tutors!  Your work i s so important 
and appreciated. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Announcements: 
 

·  The Literacy Council Annual Report  for fiscal year 2008-09 will 
be available in the Literacy Office (421 South McClelland Street, 
inside the Santa Maria Library) in January 2010.  It will also be 
available on the Council’s website, www.centralcoastliteracy.org. 

·  Spelling Bee 2009 – big thanks:   a great big “thank you” to all 
the volunteers and participants who contributed to the success of 
CCLC’s important fundraising event for 2009.  Special thanks go 
to Janice Shoun, who single-handedly organized and ran our first 
annual silent auction. 

·  Spelling Bee 2010 – we’re gearing up for it.  We had such a 
successful spelling bee on September 12th.   It’s never too early to 
plan for next year.    Please contact Dr. Isa Ponce-Jimenez at 
925-0951, extension 836 if you would like to help out with this 
important event celebrating literacy. 



·  Membership:   Have you renewed your CCLC membership lately?  
Don’t forget to give your dues and your current contact information 
to Marj Lambee, our faithful treasurer, the minute you get that 
renewal reminder. 

·  Would you like to volunteer for literacy?   We have big jobs and 
small ones; we have the right one for you.  Contact Dr. Isa Ponce-
Jimenez at 925-0951, extension 836, to volunteer. 

 
 

Photos From our Annual Spelling Bee 
 

 

 
 

Children's library kids made bee decorations for th e event 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Winning Spellers Collin Cusak and Siobhan Minor line up for the spelling bee 
 
 

 
 

Edda Bevilacqua, a spelling champ from the Library team, spells another word correctly 
 



 

 
 

The announcer - Gary Prober 
 

 
 

Time Keeper is Devon Guerrero. Pronouncer Elliott S tern.  



 

 
 

The Trophies 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY LITERACY PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 
2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
What is Family Literacy?  

Primarily, Family Literacy is a simple but powerful approach based on 
the notion that parents and children learn best when learning together. 
The benefits span generations: both parents and their children build 
essential skills to learn and compete in today’s economy. 

When parents struggle with literacy and basic life skills their children 
have fewer chances for success. Family literacy hopes to break this 
vicious cycle by giving families the tools they need to thrive today, and 
most importantly, by helping them educate generations of tomorrow. 

During a typical night, and with the guidance of teen mentors, families in 
our Family Literacy Program observe role modeling situations presented 
by the mentors.  Reading is the main component of the activities where 
children listen and get engaged in the reading by participating in answer 
and question situations.  Educational games are also an important part 
where parents learn to interact with their children while having fun 
together.   

Our program is making a difference.   Some of the testimonials shared 
by participating parents include comments like:  

“My daughter was very shy before we started coming here.  Now, we can 
notice a big change in her attitude because she is more talkative.”   

“My son didn’t like to read independently.  After attending a couple of 
sessions in this program, he picks up a book before he goes to bed and 
read for more than twenty minutes.” 



An unexpected ramification of the program, according to a participating 
parent, is that one of her older children wants to be a teen mentor when 
she reaches the appropriate age. 

We do hope that this program expands next year so that more families 
can take advantage of the effort put forth by teen mentors, staff and 
other volunteers that make this wonderful and free opportunity available.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Family That 
Reads Together 
Stays Together  
 


