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Merriam-Webster Pronunciation Symbols 
 

E..........banana, collect  
SE, TE.....humdrum 
H..........as in one pronunciation used by r-droppers for bird 

(alternative \Ei\) 
D..........two-value symbol equivalent to the unstressed variants \E\, 

\i\, as in habit, duchess (\ShabDt\ = \ShabEt, -bit\) 
F...........immediately preceding \l\, \n\, \m\, \N\, as in battle, mitten, 

and in one pronunciation of cap and bells \-Fm-\, lock and 
key \-FN-\; immediately following \l\, \m\, \r\, as in one 
pronunciation of French table, prisme, titre 

Ei.........as in one pronunciation used by r-droppers for bird 
(alternative \H\) 

Er ........operation; stressed, as in bird as pronounced by speakers 
who do not drop r; stressed and with centered period after the 
\r\, as in one pronunciation of burry (alternative \Hr\) and in 
one pronunciation of hurry (alternative \E·r\); stressed and 
with centered period after \Er\ as in one pronunciation of 
hurry (alternative \Er·\) 

a..........mat, map 
C..........day, fade, date, aorta 
B..........bother, cot; most American speakers have the same vowel in 

father, cart 
A..........father as pronounced by speakers who do not rhyme it with 

bother; farther and cart as pronounced by r-droppers 
aa ........bad, bag, fan as often pronounced in an area having New 

York City and Washington, D.C., on its perimeter; in an 
emphatic syllable, as before a pause, often \aaE\ 

ai.........as in some pronunciations of bag, bang, pass 
aU........now, loud, some pronunciations of talcum 
b..........baby, rib 
ch........chin, nature \SnCchE(r)\ (actually, this sound is \t\ + \sh\) 
d..........elder, undone 
Z .........as in the usual American pronunciation of latter, ladder 
e..........bet, bed 
SG, TG ....beat, nosebleed, evenly, sleepy 
G..........as in one pronunciation of evenly, sleepy, envious,  

igneous (alternative \i\) 
ee ........(in transcriptions of foreign words only) indicates a vowel 

with the quality of e in bet but long, not the sound of ee in 
sleep: en arrière \BMnAryeer\ 

eU........as in one pronunciation of elk, helm 
f ..........fifty, cuff 
g..........go, big 
h..........hat, ahead 
hw.......whale as pronounced by those who do not have the same 

pronunciation for both whale and wail 
i ..........tip, one pronunciation of banish (alternative unstressed \G\), 

one pronunciation of habit (alternative \E\; see D) 

I ..........site, side, buy (actually, this sound is \B\ + \i\, or \A\ + \i\) 
iU ........as in one pronunciation of milk, film 
j ..........job, gem, edge, procedure \prESsGjE(r)\ (actually, this sound is 

\d\ + \zh\) 
 

k..........kin, cook, ache 
k..........as in one pronunciation of loch (alternative \k\), as in German 

ich-laut 
l ..........lily, pool 
m ........murmur, dim, nymph 
n..........no, own 
M ..........indicates that a preceding vowel is pronounced with the nasal 

passages open, as in French un bon vin blanc \QMbPMvaMblBM\ 
N..........sing \SsiN\, singer \SsiNE(r)\, finger \SfiNgE(r)\, ink \SiNk\ 
P..........bone, snow, beau; one pronunciation of glory 
O..........saw, all, saurian; one pronunciation of horrid 
Q.........French bQuf, German Hölle 
R.........French feu, German Höhle 
Oi ........coin, destroy, strawy, sawing 
PP........(in transcriptions of foreign words only) indicates a vowel 

with the quality of o in bone but longer, not the sound of oo 
in food: comte \kPPMt\ 

p..........pepper, lip 
r ..........rarity, one pronunciation of tar 
s ..........source, less 
sh ........with nothing between, as in shy, mission, machine, special 

(actually, this is a single sound, not two); with a stress mark 
between, two sounds as in death’s-head \SdethsThed\ 

t ..........tie, attack; one pronunciation of latter (alternative \Z\) 
th ........with nothing between, as in thin, ether (actually, this is a 

single sound, not two); with a stress mark between, two 
sounds as in knighthood \SnItThUd\ 

th ........then, either (actually, this is a single sound, not two) 
V..........rule, fool, youth, union \SyVnyEn\, few \SfyV\ 
U..........pull, wood, curable \SkyUrEbEl\ 
W ........German fVllen, hVbsch 
X ........French rue, German fVhlen 
v..........vivid, give 
w.........we, away 
y..........yard, cue \SkyV\, union \SyVnyEn\ 
Y ..........(in transcriptions of foreign words only) indicates that during 

articulation of the sound represented by the preceding 
character the tip of the tongue has substantially the position it 
has for the articulation of the first sound of yard, as in French 
digne \dGnY\ 

yV........youth, union, cue, few 
yU........curable 
z..........zone, raise 
zh........with nothing between, as in vision, azure \SazhE(r)\ (actually, 

this is a single sound, not two); with a stress mark between, 
two sounds as in rosehill \SrPzThil\ 

S...........mark preceding a syllable with primary (strongest) stress: 
\SpenmEnTship\ 

T...........mark preceding a syllable with secondary (next-strongest) 
stress: \SpenmEnTship\ 

( ) indicate that what is symbolized between is present in some 
                  utterances but not in others: factory \Sfakt(E)rG \  
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Guidelines Regarding Pronunciation and Language of Origin 
 
 

Pronunciation 
 

For many words in Webster’s Third New International Dictionary, copyright 2002, Merriam-Webster (Webster’s 
Third), more than one pronunciation is offered. In this school pronouncer guide, the chief pronunciation for a 
word is most often the first pronunciation given in this dictionary. Occasionally, however, the Bee has chosen to 
assign the dictionary’s second or third pronunciation as the chief pronunciation. This decision has been made 
whenever the Bee has reason to think that a certain pronunciation has become the most prevalent one since this 
dictionary was first published. 
 
Many of the variations in pronunciation listed in Webster’s Third are included in this publication as alternate 
pronunciations and are listed in square brackets under the chief pronunciation. These alternate pronunciations  
are all the variants in the dictionary’s pronunciation data that differ phonemically from the chief pronunciation. 
Minor phonetic variations that are described in the dictionary pages are not included here, however, such as 
pronunciations that differ only in the level of stress on given syllables. In addition, this publication has not 
included the voluminous treatment of r-dropping and vowel variations before /r/ such as those that are found in 
certain geographical dialects of American English. Experience has shown that this information about nuances of 
phonetic variation in pronunciation can be the cause for confusion for spellers and pronouncers alike.  
 
Nevertheless, every pronunciation in Webster’s Third that can offer any clues about spelling is listed as an 
alternate pronunciation herein. The phrase no alternate pronunciations means simply that, while the dictionary 
entry may or may not contain further details about phonetic differences in different dialects, the word in question 
has no other pronunciations that differ phonemically from the chief pronunciation that is provided. 
 
 
 
 

Language of Origin 
 
Information in this guide regarding language of origin is a simplification of that provided in Webster’s Third.  
For example, Webster’s Third gives Old English, Middle English, and English, but we give only English.  
 
With New Latin and International Scientific Vocabulary, however, we tend to provide information that 
supplements that provided in Webster’s Third. Where Webster’s Third lists New Latin as the language of origin, 
we attempt to list the origin of the roots used to form the new word. We list International Scientific Vocabulary 
only when it is difficult to determine instead the languages from which the International Scientific Vocabulary 
element came.  
 
We do not always list all of the languages a word passed through before it entered modern English. Only those 
languages that significantly altered the word are listed, with the earliest language listed first followed by the 
subsequent language(s). We give the separate etymologies of each word element regularly used in Webster’s 
Third, with one exception: combining form(s). Combining forms are word elements regularly used in English  
or another language to make a new word, but they do not by themselves constitute words. Examples include  
-ly, -ing, -ment, -en, -o-, en-, non-, etc. Page 16a of Webster’s Third contains more detailed information about 
etymological entries.
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Tips for Spelling Bee Officials 
 
1.  Acquaint yourself with the organization of this guide.  

 
A. Words 1–125:  
 

¾ These words were selected from the Scripps National Spelling Bee Study Words. The first words 
on the list are the Scripps National Spelling Bee Study Words designated for fifth graders.   

 
¾ Words progress in difficulty by groups of 25 words. 
 

    

B. Words 126–275 (Additional Words):  
 

¾ These words were NOT selected from the Scripps National Spelling Bee Study Words. Instead, 
these words were selected from Webster’s Third New International Dictionary and its addenda 
section, copyright 2002, Merriam-Webster (Webster’s Third). 
 

 

2.  Acquaint yourself with the Rules for Local Spelling Bees beginning on page 6.  
 

 
3.  Pronouncers, please note: 
 

¾ Before the spelling bee gets under way, review the 275 word entries and completely familiarize 
yourself with the correct pronunciations of the words.  
 

¾ One pronunciation is listed alongside each word in this guide, and this pronunciation is usually the 
first given in Webster’s Third. If the speller requests an alternate pronunciation, consult the additional 
pronunciation information provided in square brackets. Please refer to the guidelines regarding 
pronunciation provided on page 3.  

 
¾ This guide provides language of origin information. Please refer to the guidelines regarding language 

of origin on page 3. Consult Webster’s Third if you desire additional information or clarity regarding 
the word’s language of origin.  
 

¾ Although some words can be more than one part of speech, only one part of speech per word is 
provided in this guide. The part of speech provided matches that of the definition listed and coincides 
with the word’s use in the illustrative sentence. 

 
¾ Some word entries offer two example sentences. The first sentence is a traditional example sentence. 

The second sentence, noted with a smiley (☺), is a humorous alternative. You may offer either 
sentence or both sentences in an order of your choosing. 
 

¾ Several words have homonyms or near homonyms. If you think a word is a homonym and yet a 
homonym is not listed, check Webster’s Third or skip the word. It is possible that we did not note the 
fact that the word is a homonym. For the final word in handling homonyms, see the portions of Rules 
5, 7, and 11 that refer to homonyms.  
 

¾ Because during the spelling bee you may be asked to check for additional information in Webster’s 
Third, this guide provides the Webster’s Third page and column location of each word, designated in 
parentheses after the part of speech as follows: (Webster’s Third page number, column number). 
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4.  Judges, please note: 
 

¾ Ensure that you are completely familiar with the rules. Pay particular attention to Rule 6 (Judges’ 
role), Rule 10 (End-of-bee procedure), and Rule 11 (Appeals). 
 

¾ You may customize the word list in this guide for the circumstances of your spelling bee. You may 
omit words. You may place words elsewhere on the list. However, if you choose to place words 
elsewhere on the list, avoid placing a Scripps National Spelling Bee Study Word (any word with a 
number between 1 and 125) in the Additional Words (any word with a number greater than 125) and 
vice versa. 
 

¾ Preserve fairness by ensuring that all spellers spelling in the same round receive words from the same 
section of this guide. 
 

¾ Webster’s Third (Figure 1) is the final authority for the spelling of all words that appear on Scripps 
National Spelling Bee word lists. We suggest that you have at least one copy of Webster’s Third on 
hand at your spelling bee. If you cannot locate a copy of Webster’s Third in time for your spelling 
bee, Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, eleventh edition (Figure 2), copyright 2003, Merriam-
Webster, is the preferred alternative. 
 
 

 
 

                               Figure 1                     Figure 2 
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Rules for Local Spelling Bees 
 
Preface 

 

We encourage spellers, parents, teachers, and spelling bee officials to read these rules prior to any spelling bee.  
 

These rules are guidelines designed to assist spelling bee officials and spellers at the local level. Spellers should check with 
their local spelling bee officials for the rules in effect in their area. Spelling bee officials include the pronouncer, judges, 
coordinator, and sponsor.  
 

While local spelling bee officials have the prerogative to amend Rules 2 through 11, amendments—particularly any 
amendments to the end-of-bee procedure—should be undertaken only with careful consideration of the various outcomes that 
may result from the amendments.  
 

The Scripps National Spelling Bee has no authority over the conduct of local spelling bees (namely, spelling bees other than 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C.). Consequently, the national office will not render judgments relating 
to the conduct of local spelling bees. Individuals bearing complaints about the conduct of local spelling bees should register 
their concerns with local spelling bee officials. DECISIONS OF LOCAL SPELLING BEE OFFICIALS ARE FINAL. 
 

These Rules for Local Spelling Bees are not the rules in effect at the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C. 
When a local spelling bee official says, “We use the national rules,” he or she is probably indicating that the Rules for Local 
Spelling Bees are in effect. 
 

The Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C., operates under a significantly different set of rules called the 
Contest Rules of the 2010 Scripps National Spelling Bee. These rules—obtainable through www.spellingbee.com—contain 
provisions that are specific to unique conditions at the event in Washington, D.C. Their successful implementation at the 
local level is considered impossible and therefore is not recommended.      
 
 
 

 
Rules

 
 

1. Eligibility: A speller qualifying for the 2010 Scripps 
National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C., must meet 
these requirements: 
 

(1) The speller must not have won a Scripps National 
Spelling Bee championship in Washington, D.C.  
 
(2) The speller must attend a school that is officially 
enrolled with the Scripps National Spelling Bee.  
 
(3) The speller must not have passed beyond the 
eighth grade on or before February 1, 2010.  
 
(4) The speller must not have repeated fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, or eighth grade for the purpose of 
extending spelling bee eligibility. If the speller has 
repeated fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, or eighth grade, 
the speller must notify the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee of the circumstances of grade repetition by 
March 26, 2010; and the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee will, at its sole discretion, determine the speller’s 
eligibility status on or before April 30, 2010. 
 

(5) The speller—or the speller’s parent, legal 
guardian, or school official acting on the speller’s 
behalf—must not have declared to another entity an 
academic classification higher than eighth grade for  
 

 
 

any purpose, including high school graduation  
equivalency or proficiency examinations and/or 
examinations such as the PSAT, SAT, or ACT. 
 
(6) The speller must not have earned the legal 
equivalent of a high school diploma. 
 
(7) The speller must not have completed or have been 
enrolled in more than six high school–level courses 
or two college-level courses on or before April 30, 
2010. 
 
(8) The speller must not eschew normal school 
activity to study for spelling bees. The Scripps 
National Spelling Bee defines normal school activity 
as adherence to at least four courses of study other 
than language arts, spelling, Latin, Greek, 
vocabulary, and etymology for at least four hours per 
weekday for 34 of the 38 weeks between September 
1, 2009, and May 23, 2010. 
 
(9) The speller must not have reached his/her 15th 
birthday on or before September 1, 2009.  
 
(10) The speller must have won a final local spelling 
bee on or after February 1, 2010.  

http://www.spellingbee.com/�
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(11) Once having been disqualified at any level of a 
sponsor’s spelling bee program between June 2009 
and April 2010, the speller remains disqualified for 
the 2010 Scripps National Spelling Bee and may not 
seek advancement in the 2010 Scripps National 
Spelling Bee program through another sponsor and/or 
enrollment in another school.  
 

(12) The speller, upon qualifying for the 2010 
Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C., 
must submit a completed Champion Bio Form,  
a Certification of Eligibility Form, a signed 
Appearance Consent and Release Form, and a hard 
copy of a photo to the Scripps National Spelling Bee 
no later than March 26, 2010. The speller will notify 
the Bee—at least 24 hours prior to the first day of 
competition in the Scripps National Spelling Bee in 
Washington, D.C.—if any of the statements made on 
the Certification of Eligibility Form are no longer 
true or require updating. The speller’s sponsor will 
provide access to the necessary forms. 

 
The Scripps National Spelling Bee may disqualify prior  
to or during competition any speller who is not in 
compliance with any of its eligibility requirements; and  
it may—at any time between the conclusion of the 2010 
Scripps National Spelling Bee and April 30, 2011—
require any speller who is found to have not been in 
compliance with any of the eligibility requirements to 
forfeit the prizes, rank, and other benefits accorded to the 
speller as a result of participation in the 2010 Scripps 
National Spelling Bee. 
 
2. Format: The spelling bee is conducted in rounds. Each 
speller remaining in the spelling bee at the start of a round 
spells one word in each round—except in the case of a 
written, multiple choice, or online test. The spelling bee 
may be conducted orally or in writing or in a manner that 
is a combination of the two; however, if the spelling bee 
officials specify an oral format, the speller may not 
demand a written format except under the conditions of 
Rule 4. 
 
3. Word list: Local spelling bee officials are responsible 
for selecting the word lists for use at each local spelling 
bee. Many local spelling bee officials use word lists 
generated by the Scripps National Spelling Bee. These 
lists include many words that appear in the current edition 
of Spell It! as well as some “end-of-bee” words. All 
words on Scripps National Spelling Bee word lists are 
entries in Webster’s Third New International Dictionary 
and its addenda section, copyright 2002, Merriam-
Webster, the official dictionary of the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee.  
 
4. Special needs: Spelling bee officials will strive to 
provide accommodation for spellers who have physical  

challenges. All requests for spelling bee officials to 
accommodate special needs involving sight, hearing, 
speech, or movement should be directed to spelling bee 
officials well in advance of the spelling bee date. The 
judges have discretionary power to amend oral and/or 
written spelling requirements on a case-by-case basis for 
spellers with diagnosed medical conditions involving 
sight, hearing, speech, or movement. 
 
5. Pronouncer’s role: The pronouncer strives to 
pronounce words according to the diacritical markings in 
Scripps National Spelling Bee word lists and Webster’s 
Third New International Dictionary and its addenda 
section, copyright 2002, Merriam-Webster.  
 

Homonyms: If a word has one or more homonyms, 
the pronouncer indicates which word is to be spelled 
by defining the word.  
 

Speller’s requests: The pronouncer responds to the 
speller’s requests for a definition, sentence, part of 
speech, language(s) of origin, and alternate 
pronunciation(s). When presented with requests for 
alternate pronunciations, the pronouncer or an aide to 
the pronouncer checks for alternate pronunciations in 
either Webster’s Third New International Dictionary 
and its addenda section, copyright 2002, Merriam-
Webster or Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate 
Dictionary, eleventh edition. The pronouncer does 
not entertain root word questions, requests for 
alternate definitions, or requests for markedly slower 
pronunciation. 
 

Pronouncer’s sense of helpfulness: The pronouncer 
may offer word information—without the speller 
having requested the information—if the pronouncer 
senses that the information is helpful and the 
information is presented in the entry for the word in  
a 2010 Scripps National Spelling Bee word list or 
Webster’s Third New International Dictionary and its 
addenda section, copyright 2002, Merriam-Webster.  

 
6. Judges’ role: The judges uphold the rules and 
determine whether or not words are spelled correctly. 
They also render final decisions on appeals in accordance 
with Rule 11. They are in complete control of the 
competition, and their decision is final on all questions.  
 

Interaction with the speller: Because seeing the 
speller’s lip movements may be critical in detecting 
misunderstandings or misspellings, the judges 
encourage spellers to face them when pronouncing 
and spelling the word. 
 

Notice of rules: The judges ensure that all spellers 
and audience members are given an opportunity to 
receive a complete copy of the rules prior to the start 
of the spelling bee. 
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Misunderstandings: The judges participate in the 
exchange of information between the speller and 
pronouncer if they feel that clarification is needed. 
Also, the judges listen carefully to the speller’s 
pronunciation of the word; and, if they sense that  
the speller has misunderstood the word, the judges 
work with the speller and pronouncer until they are 
satisfied that reasonable attempts have been made to 
assist the speller in understanding the word. While 
the judges are responsible for attempting to detect  
a speller’s misunderstanding, it is sometimes 
impossible to detect a misunderstanding until a 
spelling error has been made. The judges are not 
responsible for the speller’s misunderstanding.  
 

Pronouncer errors: The judges compare the 
pronouncer’s pronunciation with the diacritical 
markings in the word list. If the judges feel that the 
pronouncer’s pronunciation does not match the 
pronunciation specified in the diacritical markings, 
the judges direct the pronouncer to correct the error 
as soon as it is detected.  
 

Disqualifications for reasons other than clear 
misspelling: The judges will disqualify a speller  
(1) who refuses a request to start spelling; (2) who 
does not approach the microphone when it is time  
to receive the word; (3) who does not comply with 
the eligibility requirements; (4) who engages in 
unsportsmanlike conduct; (5) who, in the process of 
retracing a spelling, alters the letters or sequence of 
letters from those first uttered; or (6) who, in the 
process of spelling, utters unintelligible or nonsense 
sounds.  
 

Speller activities that do not merit disqualification: 
The judges may not disqualify a speller (1) for failing 
to pronounce the word either before or after spelling 
it, (2) for asking a question, or (3) for noting or 
failing to note the capitalization of a word. 

 
7. Speller’s role: The speller makes an effort to face the 
judges and pronounce the word for the judges before 
spelling it and after spelling it. The speller while facing 
the judges makes an effort to utter each letter distinctly 
and with sufficient volume to be understood by the 
judges. The speller may ask the pronouncer to say the 
word again, define it, use it in a sentence, provide the part 
of speech, provide the language(s) of origin, and/or 
provide an alternate pronunciation or pronunciations.  
 

Misunderstandings: The speller is responsible for  
any misunderstanding of the word unless (1) the 
pronouncer never provided a correct pronunciation; 
(2) the pronouncer provided incorrect information  
regarding the definition, part of speech, or language 
of origin; or (3) the speller correctly spelled a  

homonym of the word and the pronouncer failed to 
either offer a definition or distinguish the homonyms. 

 
8. Correction of a misspelling: The pronouncer and 
judges will not ask the speller to correct another speller’s 
misspelling, even in end-of-bee circumstances.  
 
9. Misspelling: Upon incorrectly spelling a word, the 
speller immediately drops out of the competition, except 
as provided in Rule 10.  
 
10. End-of-bee procedure:  
 

If all spellers in a round misspell: If none of the 
spellers remaining in the spelling bee at the start of  
a round spells a word correctly during that round, all 
remain in the competition and a new round begins.  
 

Ties: All spellers eliminated in the same round are 
tied for the same place. After the champion has  
been determined, spelling bee officials may opt to  
conduct tiebreakers (of their own design) if 
tiebreakers are necessary for the awarding of prizes 
or the determination of qualifying spellers for the 
next level of competition.   
 

If only one speller in a round spells correctly: If  
only one speller spells correctly in a round, a new 
one-word round begins and the speller is given an 
opportunity to spell the next word on the list 
(anticipated championship word). If the speller 
succeeds in correctly spelling the anticipated 
championship word in this one-word round, the 
speller is declared the champion.  
 

Example: In Round 12 there are four spellers. 
Spellers 6 and 21 misspell. Speller 30 spells 
correctly. Speller 42 misspells. So, Speller 30 is 
the only speller in the round to spell correctly. 
Speller 30 begins Round 13—a one-word round—
and is offered the anticipated championship word. 
Speller 30 correctly spells the anticipated 
championship word and is declared champion. 
 

Example: Two spellers spell in Round 10. Speller 
14 misspells. Speller 25 spells correctly. Speller 25 
begins Round 11—a one-word round—and is 
offered the anticipated championship word. Speller 
25 correctly spells the anticipated championship 
word and is declared champion. 
 

Example: Two spellers spell in Round 16. Speller 
3 spells correctly. Speller 9 misspells. Speller 3 
begins Round 17—a one-word round—and is 
offered the anticipated championship word. Speller 
3 correctly spells the anticipated championship 
word and is declared champion. 
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VERY IMPORTANT: If a speller misspells the 
anticipated championship word in a one-word round:  
A new round begins with ALL the spellers who 
spelled (correctly and incorrectly) in the previous 
round. These spellers spell in their original order.   
 

Example: In Round 8 there are three spellers. 
Speller 12 spells correctly and Spellers 23 and 37 
misspell. Round 9—a one-word round—begins, 
and Speller 12 is offered the anticipated 
championship word. Speller 12 misspells the 
anticipated championship word. Round 10 begins 
and includes Spellers 12, 23, and 37. The rules 
prescribe that spellers 12, 23, and 37 spell in their 
original order; so Speller 12 gets the next word on 
the list even though Speller 12 misspelled the 
previous word on the list. Round 10 is not 
complete until all three spellers have spelled. 

 

Tip: Spelling bee officials may find it helpful to designate 
a record keeper or judge to track the progress of spellers 
throughout the rounds. The record keeper’s information 
will be helpful in preventing end-of-bee confusion.  
 
11. Appeals: The speller’s parent(s), legal guardian, or 
teacher may appeal to the judges for the speller’s 
reinstatement provided that the appeal is in compliance 
with the appeal protocol. The judges render a final 
decision on the appeal in accordance with the 
reinstatement protocol. 
 

Appeal protocol 
 

A written appeal must be hand delivered to the 
designated official (usually the spelling bee 
coordinator/director). The deadline for delivering an 
appeal is before the speller affected would have 
received his/her next word had he/she stayed in the 
spelling bee; however, to minimize disruptions to the 
spelling bee, every effort should be made to deliver 
an appeal by the end of the round in which the speller 
was eliminated. When five or fewer spellers remain, 
the written appeal requirement is suspended, and an 
oral appeal must be made before the speller would 
have received his/her next word had he/she stayed in 
the spelling bee. A written appeal must provide the 
speller’s name, the word in question, and the reason 
the speller should be reinstated.  

 

While the competition is in session, individuals who 
have filed appeals may not directly approach the 
judges unless explicit permission to approach the 
judges has been given. The judges will contact the 
speller if they decide to reinstate the speller. To 
minimize disruption to the pace of the spelling bee 
and the concentration of the spellers, the judges are 
under no obligation to stop the spelling bee in order  
to discuss with the speller’s parent(s), legal guardian,  

or teacher a denied appeal. The judges’ decisions are 
final and are subject neither to review nor to reversal 
by the Scripps National Spelling Bee’s headquarters 
office.  

 

Reinstatement protocol 
 

Pronouncer mispronunciation: An appeal claiming 
that a speller’s elimination from the spelling bee was 
due to pronunciation error should be denied unless 
there is agreement that the pronouncer never offered 
a correct pronunciation. 
 

Alternate pronunciations: An appeal claiming that the 
pronouncer did not offer alternate pronunciations 
should be denied unless it is determined that the 
speller requested alternate pronunciations and the 
pronouncer did not accommodate the speller’s 
request for alternate pronunciations and it appears 
that the speller’s spelling almost matches the correct 
spelling.  
 

Speller’s misunderstanding: An appeal claiming that 
the speller’s elimination from the spelling bee was 
due to the speller’s not understanding the word [its 
pronunciation(s) and/or other information about the 
word] should be denied. It is the speller’s 
responsibility to understand the word. 
 
Speller offered correct spelling, as indicated in Webster’s 
Third: An appeal claiming that the speller correctly spelled 
the word should be denied unless an audio recording of the 
bee’s proceedings or bee officials’ recollections clearly 
indicate that the word was indeed spelled correctly.  
 

Exception: If the speller’s spelling is listed in 
Webster’s Third New International Dictionary and 
its addenda section, Merriam-Webster, copyright 
2002, the speller should be reinstated if all of the 
following three criteria are met: (1) The 
pronunciations of the words are identical, (2) the 
definitions of the words are identical, and (3) the 
words are clearly identified as being standard 
variants of each other. Spellings at other locations 
having temporal labels (such as archaic, obsolete), 
stylistic labels (such as substand, nonstand), or 
regional labels (such as North, Midland, Irish) 
which differ from main entry spellings not having 
these status labels will not be accepted as correct.  

 

Speller offered correct spelling, as indicated in a 
dictionary other than Webster’s Third: An appeal 
claiming that the speller spelled the word correctly 
according to a dictionary other than Webster’s Third 
New International Dictionary and its addenda 
section, copyright 2002, Merriam-Webster, should  
be denied.  
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Homonym: An appeal claiming that the speller’s 
elimination was unfair because the speller’s word is  
a homonym should be denied unless the pronouncer 
failed to define the word and the speller correctly 
spelled a homonym of the word. 
 

Incorrect or unsolicited information: An appeal 
claiming that the speller’s elimination was unfair 
because the pronouncer offered incorrect or 
unsolicited information about the word should be 
denied unless it is determined that the pronouncer 
indeed gave factually incorrect information and it 
appears that the speller’s spelling would have been 
correct if not for the incorrect or unsolicited 
information provided by the pronouncer. 
 

Bee officials failed to correct a misunderstanding:  
An appeal claiming that the speller misspelled 
because the judges and/or pronouncer failed to 
correct the speller’s mispronunciation of the word 
should be denied. It is sometimes impossible to detect 
a speller’s mispronunciation or misunderstanding, 
and ultimately it is the responsibility of the speller to 
understand and correctly pronounce the word. 
 

Disqualification request: An appeal seeking to 
dislodge another speller from the spelling bee should 
be denied. 
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Words 1–125 are Scripps National Spelling Bee Study Words for Grades 5–8  
 
 
 
 

 
 

1. coffee \ SkOfG \ 
 

[ \ SkBfG \ ] 

[This word went from Arabic to Turkish to Italian before it came 
into English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 439, column 2)   
[could be confused with genus Coffea] 
 

a drink made by infusion or decoction from the roasted and 
ground or pounded seeds of small tropical or subtropical upland 
trees or shrubs having cherrylike fruits. 
 

If Griff drinks coffee after dinner, he will stay awake until dawn. 
 

☺ “I think my next coffee should be decaf,” Lonnie thought as 
the cup chattered against her teeth. 
 

2. imagine \ D SmajDn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 1128, column 2)   
 

think : suppose : guess. 
 

Laura and Kate imagine that their parents will allow them to go 
to the away football game. 
 

3. thought \ SJOt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is originally English.] 
verb   (Webster’s Third page 2376, column 2)   
 

had as an opinion : believed. 
 

The customer thought that the price of the car was too high. 
 

4. dangerous \ SdCnjErEs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word that then became English.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 573, column 3)   
 

involving risk : demanding caution or care as extremely unsafe. 
 

The mountaineers know that tomorrow’s climb is more 
dangerous than any they have yet attempted. 
 

☺ Leo was tempted by the sandwich in the fridge but decided it 
would be too dangerous to eat it because he could not remember 
making a sandwich in the last two months. 
 

5. cancel \ Skan(t)sEl \  
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 325, column 1)   
 

revoke : annul : invalidate. 
 

Jeanne will cancel her vacation to stay with her brother while he 
recovers from a broken hip. 
 

Before starting your bee, inform the spellers of your end-of-bee procedure. If you are using the 
Rules for Local Spelling Bees, refer to Rule 10. Failure to inform the spellers of how 

 you will end your bee may result in complications at the end of the bee. 
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6. towel \ S taUEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Germanic word that became 
French before becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2417, column 3)   
 

a piece of absorbent cloth or paper often rectangular in shape for 
wiping or drying. 
 

Jennifer dried her hair with a towel. 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. furnace \ SfErnDs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 923, column 3)   
 

an apparatus for the production or application of heat. 
 

Fortunately, the weather turned warmer the same week Ernie’s 
furnace stopped working. 
 

8. laundry \ S lOndrG \ 
 

[ \ SlBndrG \ ] 

[This word is originally English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1278, column 2)   
 

a collection of clothes or household linens to be washed. 
 

Mike’s mother told him that she expects him to put his dirty 
laundry in the hamper. 
 

9. exact \ ig Szakt \ 
 

[ \ egSzakt \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 790, column 2)   
 

devoid of any addition, subtraction, or other variation from fact 
or a standard. 
 

The decorator made exact measurements of the windows in the 
hotel. 
 

☺ Sarah could not recall the exact number off the top of her 
head but promised her dad he had already told her this story 
approximately a million times. 
 

10. urgent \ SErjEnt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 2521, column 3)   
 

calling for or demanding immediate attention. 
 

The blood bank has an urgent need for type O positive blood. 
 

☺ Gabrielle weighed the options in her two-year-old mind and, 
after careful deliberation, decided that it was indeed urgent that 
she press every button in the elevator. 
 

If a word has a homonym or near homonym, the word’s homonym status is probably noted  
at the word’s entry in this guide. We encourage you to include these words in your bee,  

provided you indicate the word’s homonym or near homonym status to the speller. 

If you think a word is a homonym and yet a homonym is not listed, please check Webster’s  
Third New International Dictionary for further information or skip the word. It is possible  
that we did not note the fact that the word is a homonym. For the final word in handling  

homonyms, see the portions of Rules 5, 7, and 11 that refer to homonyms. 

The following word could be confused with another word similar in sound and/or spelling.  
Provide, without being asked by the speller to do so, the word’s part of speech and definition. 
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11. celebration \ TselESbrCshEn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a word that went from Latin to French.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 359, column 2)   
 

the act or process of honoring (as a holy day or feast day) by 
conducting or engaging in religious, commemorative, or other 
solemn ceremonies or by refraining from ordinary business. 
 

This year’s Passover celebration will bring family members 
from three states to Rachel’s house. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. avenue \ SavETnV \ 
 

[ \ SavETnyV \ ] 

[This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 150, column 2)   
 

a city street especially when broad and attractive. 
 

The city council approved funds for the beautification of the 
avenue that runs through the heart of the business district. 
 

13. plural \ SplUrEl \ 
 

[ \ SplVrEl \ ] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1745, column 1)   
 

belonging to a class of grammatical forms used to denote more 
than one. 
 

Geese is the plural form of the word goose. 
 

 
 
 
 

14. terrible \ S terEbEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 2360, column 3)   
[has near homonym: tearable] 
 

overwhelmingly disastrous. 
 

The terrible pileup on the Interstate last weekend occurred 
during heavy fog. 
 

15. surround \ sESraUnd \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 2302, column 1)   
 

be situated or found in all or various directions from a fixed 
point or in a ring about. 
 

Many cottages surround the lake. 
 

The following word could be confused with another word similar in sound and/or spelling.  
Provide, without being asked by the speller to do so, the word’s part of speech and definition. 

Has a speller asked you to provide the root of the word? Root word questions can be 
 extremely difficult to answer correctly, and a correct answer may often mislead the speller.  

For this reason, you should inform the speller that root word questions 
are entertained only at the national level of competition. 

 

Remember: Roots and origins are separate matters. You may answer questions about  
a word’s origin readily with the word origin information provided for each word’s entry. 



 

page 14 
Scripps National Spelling Bee Study Words 

16. squeeze \ SskwGz \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is originally English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 2216, column 1)   
 

exert pressure especially on opposite sides or parts of : press 
together closely or tightly. 
 

The twins always squeeze the toothpaste tube in the middle 
despite the protests of their parents. 
 

☺ James would later regret not knowing that the substance he 
was about to squeeze onto his toothbrush was denture cream. 
 

17. suggest \ sEgSjest \ 
 

[ \ sESjest \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 2286, column 1)   
 

mention (something) as a possibility. 
 

The students at Mark’s school routinely suggest that the school 
system purchase more computers. 
 

18. guard \ SgBrd \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word of Germanic origin that then 
became English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 1007, column 2)   
 

stand on the border or at the entrance of as if being a gate person 
or watch person of a building or plant. 
 

The two marble lions that guard the entrance to the New York 
Public Library were adorned with wreaths last November and 
December. 
 

☺ Two marble lions guard the entrance to the New York Public 
Library, a situation that will surely change once it’s discovered 
that book thieves are unafraid of lion statues. 
 

19. treasure \ S trezhEr \ 
 

[ \ StrCzhEr \ ] 

[This word went from Greek to French to Latin to English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2434, column 2)   
 

something of great worth or value. 
 

The museum’s greatest treasure is a recently unearthed ancient 
Roman statue. 
 

20. ounce \ SaUn(t)s \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1599, column 3)   
 

a unit of weight equal to 1/16 avoirdupois pound. 
 

Claire’s new baby weighs eight pounds and one ounce. 
 

21. receive \ rDSsGv \ 
 

[ \ rGSsGv \ ] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 1894, column 1)   
 

take possession or delivery of. 
 

Students who have made the A honor roll every grading period 
will receive a plaque at the end of the the school year. 
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22. semifinal \ Tse(T)mGSfInFl \ 
 

[ \ TseTmISfInFl, TsemiSfInFl \ ] 

[The first part of this word is from an originally Latin element 
that then became an English combining form, and the second 
part is from an originally Latin word that became French before 
becoming English.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 2063, column 3)   
 

next to the last. 
 

Selena reached the semifinal round in the tennis tournament. 
 

☺ No one could have predicted that at the end of the tennis 
tournament they would see André hoist the championship trophy, 
certainly not after they watched him lose in the semifinal round: 
Someone call security! 
 

23. holiday \ ShBlETdC \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word consists of two originally English elements.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1080, column 1)   
 

a day on which one is exempt from one’s usual labor or 
vocational activity. 
 

Marshall likes to go to the beach whenever he has a holiday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24. brighten \ SbrItFn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is originally English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 277, column 3)   
 

[has homonym: brighton] 
become shining or luminous. 
 

The baby’s eyes brighten whenever her mother walks into the 
room. 
 

25. continent \ SkBntFnEnt \ 
 

[ \ SkBntFnTent, SkBntETnent \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 492, column 3)   
 

one of the great divisions of land on the globe; specifically : a 
large body of land differing from an island or a peninsula in its 
size and in its structure, which is that of a large basin bordered 
by mountain chains. 
 

Antarctica is Earth’s driest, coldest, windiest, highest, and least-
populated continent. 
 

☺ Foster denied that his recent chat with FBI agents on his front 
lawn had anything to do with his sudden plans to travel to 
another continent. 
 

26. estimate \ SestETmCt \ 
 

[ \ SestEmDt \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 778, column 3)   
 

judge the value of. 
 

The insurance adjuster will estimate the damage to Ken’s car 
and give him a check to cover the cost of having it repaired. 
 

☺ Brian’s teachers did not like it when he would estimate their 
ages. 
 

The following word is a homonym. Inform the speller that this word is a homonym and 
provide, without being asked by the speller to do so, the word’s part of speech and definition. 
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27. octopus \ SBktEpEs \ 
 

[ \ SBktETpUs \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1562, column 3)   
 

a mollusk having a small saclike body, a large head, highly 
developed eyes, and eight arms united at the base by a 
membrane and usually provided with two rows of suckers by 
which the mollusk clings to the sea bottom or holds its prey. 
 

The octopus can change color to hide from predators. 
 

28. specialty \ SspeshEltG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2186, column 3)   
 

a branch of knowledge, science, art, or business to which one 
devotes oneself whether as an avocation or a profession and 
usually to the partial or total exclusion of related matters. 
 

Dr. Shultz’s specialty is pediatrics. 
 

☺ Rolling her eyes at adults has become a specialty for 16-year-
old Danielle. 
 

29. piano \ pGSa( T)nP \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word came from Italian, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1709, column 2)   
 

a stringed percussion instrument having steel wire strings 
stretched over a sounding board that sound when struck by felt-
covered hammers operated from a keyboard and pedals that alter 
or modify the quantity and quality of sound produced. 
 

Cynthia regrets that she never learned how to play the piano. 
 

30. headache \ SheTdCk \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word consists of two originally English elements.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1042, column 2)   
 

pain inside the division of the human body that contains the brain, 
the eyes, the ears, the nose, and the mouth. 
 

Riding in a car with four complaining children gave Mother a 
headache. 
 

☺ Edward’s line graph showed a strong correlation between his 
headache and math homework. 
 

31. examine \ ig SzamDn \ 
 

[ \ egSzamDn \ ] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 790, column 3)   
 

inquire into systematically : investigate. 
 

Gisela knows the district attorney will carefully examine the 
question of motive in the theft. 
 

☺ Mrs. Barnes said the students were to examine the frog’s 
heart, not take it out and play hot potato with it in the back row. 
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32. cabbage \ Skabij \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word that then became English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 309, column 2)   
 

a leafy garden plant distinguished by a short stem upon which is 
crowded a mass of leaves usually green but in some varieties red or 
purplish forming a dense globular head that is used as a vegetable. 
 

Irena’s grandmother often makes a traditional Polish stew from 
cabbage and sausage. 
 

33. diamond \ SdImEnd \ 
 

[ \ SdIEmEnd \ ] 

[This word is from a word that went from Greek to Latin to 
French to English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 624, column 1)   
 

the area of a baseball or softball field enclosed in a square with a 
base at each corner—called also “infield.” 
 

The groundskeeper took great pride in maintaining a unique 
grass-cutting pattern on the baseball diamond. 
 

34. solemn \ SsBlEm \ 
 

[ \ SsOlEm \ ] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 2168, column 2)   
 

marked by grave sobriety and earnest serious sedateness : free 
from casualness or lighthearted levity. 
 

Donald looked solemn as he apologized to the class. 
 

 
 
 
 

35. missile \ SmisEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1445, column 2)   
[has homonyms: missal, missel, mistle] 
 

a self-propelling unmanned weapon (as a rocket or a robot bomb). 
 

The fighter plane launched a missile to destroy the tank. 
 

36. exercise \ SeksErTsIz \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 795, column 2)   
 

exert the body for the sake of developing and maintaining 
physical fitness. 
 

The sports teams exercise in the gymnasium when it rains or 
snows. 
 

 
 
 

37. senator \ SsenEZEr \ 
 

[ \ SsenETtOr \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2065, column 3)   
 

a member of the second chamber in the bicameral legislature of a 
major political unit (as a nation, state, or province). 
 

The senator decided that he would run for his party’s 
nomination for President of the United States. 
 

The following word is a homonym. Inform the speller that this word is a homonym and 
provide, without being asked by the speller to do so, the word’s part of speech and definition. 

There is no rule stating that you must proceed word-for-word from this list. 
You may skip a word if you sense that the word may present a problem at your bee.  
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38. straightforward \ SstrCtSfOrwErd \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word consists of three originally English elements.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 2254, column 2)   
 

free from the use of an unnecessarily large number of words to 
express an idea : direct or not roundabout in expression. 
 

The instructions for playing the video game were quite 
straightforward. 
 

39. courage \ SkErij \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word is originally Latin and went through 
French, and the second part is a French combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 522, column 1)   
 

mental or moral strength enabling one to venture, persevere, and 
withstand danger, fear, or difficulty firmly and resolutely. 
 

Stan’s letter to the editor praised the courage of those who 
fought the wildfires that threatened his community. 
 

☺ The idea of courage made Arthur laugh because really, could 
any man be courageous without first wrestling a badger as he 
had with his bare hands? 
 

 
 
 

40. applause \ E SplOz \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 104, column 2)  [could be confused 
with applauds] 
 

approval publicly expressed (as by clapping hands). 
 

After the applause subsided, the opera continued. 
 

☺ Sally took pride in her ability to start a round of applause. 
 

41. beautiful \ SbyVZDfEl \ 
 

[ \ SbyVtGfEl \ ] 

[The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word that 
went through French before becoming English, and the second 
part is an English combining form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 194, column 1)   
 

marked by extreme physical attractiveness and loveliness. 
 

Rahul thought that he had never seen a building as beautiful as 
the Taj Mahal. 
 

42. population \ TpBpyESlCshEn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1766, column 2)   
 

the whole number of people or inhabitants occupying a specific 
geographical locality. 
 

The city’s population doubled during the past 20 years. 
 

☺ Joey’s crumbs nourished an entire population of ants living 
underneath his couch. 
 

43. strengthen \ SstreN(k)thEn \ 
 

[ \ Sstren(t)thEn \ ] 

[This word is originally English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 2259, column 2)   
 

give added physical force or vigor to. 
 

Chewing coarse foods will strengthen the jaws. 
 

The following word could be confused with another word similar in sound and/or spelling.  
Provide, without being asked by the speller to do so, the word’s part of speech and definition. 
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44. sculpture \ SskElpchEr \ 
 

[ \ SskElpshEr \ ] 

[This word is from a word that went from Latin to English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2044, column 1)   
 

a carved or molded statue or figure. 
 

Kelly bought a marble sculpture to place near the pool. 
 

45. author \ SOthEr \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 146, column 3)   
 

one who writes or otherwise composes a book, article, poem, 
play, or other work that involves literary composition and is 
intended for publication. 
 

The author of the poem has chosen to keep secret his or her 
identity. 
 

46. bargain \ SbBrgDn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Germanic word that became 
French before becoming English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 176, column 2)   
 

haggle especially over a purchase price. 
 

In difficult economic times many shopkeepers will bargain with 
customers. 
 

☺ Halle was slightly embarrassed when her mom tried to 
bargain with the 10-year-old girl selling gift wrap at the door. 
 

47. extinct \ ik SstiN(k)t \  
 

[ \ ekSstiN(k)t \ ] 

[This word is from a word that went from Latin to English.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 806, column 1)   
 

that has died out altogether. 
 

Nancy enjoys reading books about animals and is especially 
interested in the dodo and other extinct animals. 
 

 
 
 
 

48. enormous \ D SnOrmEs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and 
the second part is an English combining form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 754, column 3)   
[could be confused with obsolete enormious] 
 

marked by extraordinarily great size, amount, number, degree, 
scope, intensity, or significance. 
 

The documentary depicted the enormous task of building the 
Panama Canal. 
 

The following word could be confused with an obsolete variant of the word.  
Ensure that the speller understands the pronunciation that is provided by the pronouncer. 
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49. calories \ SkalErGz \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
plural noun   (Webster’s Third page 319, column 3)   
 

units expressing heat-producing or energy-producing values in  
food that when oxidized in the body are capable of releasing 
units  
of energy. 
 

Rachel always looks at the nutrition information on candy, 
especially the number of calories per serving. 
 

☺ The weight loss counselor said with a clever smile that a cake 
with zero calories was any cake you did not eat. 
 

50. consonant \ SkBn(t)sEnEnt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 485, column 1)   
 

one of a class of speech sounds characterized by constriction or 
closure at one or more points in the breath channel. 
 

The letter r represents not just the consonant we know in 
English but also several different ones pronounced farther back 
in the mouth in other languages. 
 

☺ All Derek needed to end the silly poem was a word that 
started with a consonant other than f and rhymed with fricassee. 
 

    
51. significant \ sig SnifDkEnt \ 

 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 2116, column 2)   
 

having or likely to have influence or effect : important. 
 

The 2008 presidential election was a significant event in 
American history. 
 

52. mildew \ SmilTdV \ 
 

[ \ SmilTdyV \ ] 

[This word is originally English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1433, column 1)   
 

a superficial usually whitish growth produced on various forms 
of organic matter and on living plants by fungi. 
 

Books stored in a cellar are susceptible to damage from mildew. 
 

53. tolerant \ S tBlErEnt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 2405, column 2)   
 

showing understanding or leniency for conduct or ideas differing 
from or conflicting with one’s own. 
 

The preacher said that we should be more tolerant of each 
other’s differences. 
 

☺ Chad’s family was tolerant of his burgeoning singing hobby 
until he chose yodeling as his specialty. 
 

54. routine \ rVStGn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1981, column 1)   
 

a standardized piece of entertainment or the art of a person 
having a sense or knack for dramatization or visual 
effectiveness; specifically : a theatrical number. 
 

An emcee introduced each routine in the variety show. 
 

☺ The comedian’s mad cow routine was not well received at the 
beef industry convention. 
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55. commentary \ SkBmEnTterG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 456, column 2)   
 

a spoken description or series of observations accompanying a 
motion picture or other exhibition. 
 

Sheila listened to the prerecorded commentary as she viewed the 
series of paintings in the exhibit. 
 

☺ After the movie Brian thanked the couple behind him for their 
unending commentary throughout the film. 
 

56. chemical \ SkemDkEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word went from Greek to Arabic to Latin to French.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 383, column 3)   
 

relating to applications of a science that deals with the 
composition, structure, and properties of substances and of the 
transformations that they undergo. 
 

Mrs. Davis is searching for something more exciting than mixing 
vinegar and baking soda to demonstrate a chemical reaction in 
the science lab. 
 

57. dynamite \ SdInETmIt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Originally formed in Swedish, this word is from two elements 
in International Scientific Vocabulary, which got them 
ultimately from Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 711, column 2)   
 

a solid blasting explosive used especially in mining, quarrying, 
and engineering that contains nitroglycerin incorporated with a 
base which increases the safety of handling. 
 

The Swedish chemist Alfred Nobel invented dynamite in 1866. 
 

58. fertilize \ SfErZFl T Iz \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin element but was probably formed in 
French, which added a combining form to the Latin element.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 840, column 3)   
 

apply compost, manure, or a chemically-prepared substance to (a 
growing medium) in order to supply nutriments or make 
available nutriments already present. 
 

The Newells fertilize their garden with a combination of goat 
manure and homemade compost. 
 

☺ Nancy let Spot outside so that he could fertilize the backyard. 
 

59. artificial \ TBrtE SfishEl \ 
 

[ \ TBrdESfishEl \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 124, column 2)   
 

produced or accomplished by the skill of humans to imitate 
nature : simulated. 
 

Bettina placed an artificial rose in every bud vase in the café. 
 

60. successful \ sEkSsesfEl \  
 

[ \ sikSsesfEl \ ] 

[This word consists of a Latin part plus an English combining 
form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 2282, column 2)   
 

gaining or having gained a desired end; especially : having 
attained wealth, position, or fame. 
 

Ethan graduated from college and became a successful business 
executive. 
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61. punctuation \ TpENkchESwCshEn \ 
 

[ \ TpENkshESwCshEn \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1843, column 1)   
 

the act, practice, or system of inserting standardized marks or 
signs in written or printed matter in order to clarify the meaning 
and separate structural units. 
 

Mrs. Winslett always refers to her old grammar textbook when 
she has questions about punctuation. 
 

☺ Jerry’s friends teased him about the obsessively accurate 
punctuation in his text messages. 
 

62. casserole \ SkasETrPl \ 
 

[ \ SkazETrPl \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin and then Old Provençal and then French before becoming 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 347, column 2)   
 

a vessel of earthenware, glass, or metal usually having a cover 
and a handle or a separable holder of metal and in which food 
may be baked and served. 
 

Laura baked chicken and broccoli in a casserole. 
 

☺ Lisa asked Frannie for the ingredients to her casserole so she 
could remember to never put those ingredients together in her 
own kitchen. 
 

63. immature \ imTmEStUr \ 
 

[ \ imTmEStyUr, imTmESchUr \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1129, column 3)   
 

lacking complete growth, differentiation, or development. 
 

The immature tomato plants need to be shielded from hot 
sunshine for the first few days after they are planted. 
 

☺ Now that she is a first grader, Brenda can totally see how 
immature the kindergartners are. 
 

64. centipede \ SsentETpGd \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 363, column 1)   
 

any of various flattened elongated arthropods constituting the 
class Chilopoda, the body divided into a number of segments 
each bearing one pair of legs and being active, predatory, and 
chiefly nocturnal animals useful as destroyers of noxious insects. 
 

The centipede is so adaptable that it is found in deserts, 
rainforests, and arctic tundra. 
 

☺ Dusty wondered how a video game about a centipede could 
have been a popular game, much less his own father’s favorite 
game. 
 

65. monarch \ SmBnErk \ 
 

[ \ SmBTnBrk \ ] 

[This word is from Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1457, column 1)   
 

a person who reigns over a major territorial unit (as a kingdom 
or empire) usually for life and by hereditary succession. 
 

Lady Jane Grey was England’s shortest-reigning monarch, 
ruling for only nine days. 
 

☺ Never a fan of the democratic process, Leo petitioned the 
school to appoint him student body monarch rather than have 
him go through the tedious process of running for president. 
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66. apology \ E SpBlEjG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin and then French.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 101, column 2)   
 

an admission to another of a wrong or discourtesy done him or 
her accompanied by an expression of regret. 
 

The teacher received a sincere apology from the disrespectful 
student. 
 

67. denominator \ dDSnBmETnCZEr \ 
 

[ \ dGSnBmETnCZEr \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 602, column 2)   
 

the part of a fraction that is below the horizontal or slanting line 
signifying division and that in fractions with numerator 1 
indicates into how many parts the unit is supposed to be divided. 
 

The teacher spent today’s math period teaching the students how 
to find the least common denominator of the fractions 1/5, 1/6, 
and 1/15. 
 

68. velocity \ vDSlBsEZG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2539, column 1)   
 

quickness of motion : swiftness : speed. 
 

George estimates that the velocity of the wind is 22 miles per 
hour. 
 

☺ The velocity of Ryan’s stride on his way toward the sliding 
glass door was thankfully only enough to cause a broken nose 
and a wounded ego. 
 

69. article \ SBrZDkEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 123, column 3)   
 

a generally short nonfictional prose composition usually forming 
an independent portion of a publication (as a newspaper, 
magazine, or encyclopedia). 
 

Lisa was commissioned to write the article on Brazil for the 
encyclopedia. 
 

☺ The article incorrectly identified the horn player as the victim 
and a frozen pork loin as the suspected weapon. 
 

70. accurate \ SakyErDt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 14, column 1)   
 

correct : exact : precise. 
 

The detective prided himself on making accurate reports of 
crime scenes. 
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71. guidance \ SgIdFn(t)s \  
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a word that went from Germanic to Old 
Provençal to French to English plus an English combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1009, column 1)   
 

advice in choosing courses, preparing for a vocation or further 
education, or coping with personal problems given to students by 
a teacher or a professional counselor. 
 

Robert’s alma mater offers extensive career guidance to its 
undergraduates. 
 

☺ The best guidance Mario ever got was from his free-spirited 
uncle who lived in a hatchback Tercel parked behind Walmart. 
 

72. pharmacy \ SfBrmEsG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1694, column 2)   
 

a place where medicines are compounded or dispensed. 
 

Tim got a text message from the pharmacy indicating that his 
prescription was ready to be picked up. 
 

☺ While in line at the pharmacy, Grandma grabbed a magazine 
off the rack to catch the latest news about alien invaders. 
 

73. faucet \ SfOsDt \ 
 

[ \ SfBsDt \ ] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 829, column 2)   
 

a fixture for drawing a liquid from a pipe, cask, or other vessel. 
 

When Kitty turned the handle of the faucet, only a slow trickle of 
water emerged. 
 

 
 
 

74. condemn \ kEnSdem \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 472, column 3)   
[has near homonym: contemn] 
 

pronounce as ill-advised, reprehensible, wrong, or evil typically 
after definitive judgment and without reservation or mitigation. 
 

Often custom justifies an action that years later it will condemn. 
 

☺ Leonard did not have the heart to condemn his children for 
eating the rest of the cake; after all, the cake was left out on the 
table, and his children were actually cocker spaniels. 
 

 
 
 

75. tutor \ S tVZEr \ 
 

[ \ StyVZEr \ ] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 2470, column 3)   
[has homonyms: tooter, Tudor] 
 

teach, guide, or instruct usually on an individual basis and in a 
specific subject or for a particular occasion or purpose. 
 

A bright classmate will tutor Hannah in math. 
 

The following word could be confused with another word similar in sound and/or spelling.  
Provide, without being asked by the speller to do so, the word’s part of speech and definition. 

The following word is a homonym. Inform the speller that this word is a homonym and 
provide, without being asked by the speller to do so, the word’s part of speech and definition. 
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76. exhaust \ ig SzOst \ 
 

[ \ egSzOst \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 796, column 1)   
 

an arrangement for withdrawing undesirable fumes, dusts, or 
odors from an enclosure (as a factory room or a kitchen). 
 

The safety inspector told Sharon that the greasy residue on the 
kitchen exhaust was a fire hazard. 
 

 
 
 

77. pigeon \ SpijEn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1713, column 2)   
[has homonym: pidgin] 
 

a bird having a stout body with rather short legs and smooth and 
compact plumage. 
 

A pigeon fluttered about the eaves of the old barn. 
 

☺ The flock plaintively cooed after a fellow pigeon disappeared 
under the taxi, but they knew: Not every bird could make it in 
this city. 
 

78. suburban \ sESbErbEn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 2281, column 3)   
 

of, relating to, inhabiting, or located in the residential area on the 
outskirts of any city or large town. 
 

Except for the hour-long commute to his job in the city, Jason 
enjoys his suburban lifestyle. 
 

 
 
 
 

79. scholarship \ SskBlEr Tship \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word is from an originally Greek word that 
passed into Latin and then French before becoming English, and 
the second part is an English combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2031, column 1)   
 

a sum of money or its equivalent offered to enable a student to 
pursue his or her studies at a school, college, or university. 
 

Pamela received a scholarship to attend the state university. 
 

80. scruple \ SskrVpEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2043, column 1)   
 

a moral principle that inhibits action. 
 

Because of an ecological scruple, Rachel never buys bottled 
water. 
 

The following word is a homonym. Inform the speller that this word is a homonym and 
provide, without being asked by the speller to do so, the word’s part of speech and definition. 

Do only two or three spellers remain? If so, and if your bee does not conclude in two or  
three rounds, it will be time to move on to the Additional Words (126–275).  
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81. competitive \ kEmSpeZEZiv \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 464, column 1)   
 

of or relating to a contest between rivals. 
 

The competitive spirit of the two musicians rings loud and clear 
when they play the tune “Dueling Banjos.” 
 

☺ I never knew Skipper was so competitive until I saw him 
trash-talking his opponents on the tetherball court. 
 

82. monopolize \ mESnBpETlIz \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word is from an originally Greek word that 
passed into Latin, and the second part is from an English 
combining form.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 1463, column 3)   
 

have or get the exclusive privilege of the means of dealing in or 
the exclusive possession of : engross the whole of. 
 

Sanjay wants to leave the room when his parents monopolize the 
conversation at gatherings. 
 

☺ Sherman found that flipping the circuit breakers was the best 
way to stop his brother from trying to monopolize the 
Playstation. 
 

83. luxury \ S lEkshErG \ 
 

[ \ SlEgzhErG \ ] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1349, column 3)   
 

a nonessential item or service that contributes to self-indulgent 
living. 
 

Ted says that a new car is a luxury that he cannot afford right 
now. 
 

☺ In college, having a clean pair of underwear on hand is often 
considered a luxury. 
 

84. agricultural \ TagrESkElchErEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word was originally Latin and then became 
French, and the second part is an English combining form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 43, column 3)   
 

of, relating to, or used in the science or art of cultivating the soil, 
harvesting crops, and raising livestock. 
 

Tina’s report on agricultural disasters began with a discussion 
of the Dust Bowl of the 1930s. 
 

85. affiliation \ E TfilGSCshEn \ 
 

[ \ aTfilGSCshEn \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 35, column 3)   
 

the state or relation of being attached as a member or branch. 
 

Professor Bruner retired after a 30-year affiliation with Harvard 
University. 
 

☺ Nadia hoped her affiliation with the Police Athletic League 
would help her get out of this ticket. 
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86. apprentice \ E SprentDs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 106, column 1)   
 

one who is learning by practical experience under skilled 
workers a trade, art, or calling usually for a prescribed period of 
time and at a prescribed rate of pay. 
 

Jake hopes to become an apprentice in a stained-glass studio. 
 

☺ The mime never had an apprentice until Eugene arrived at the 
studio and feigned getting swallowed by a boa constrictor. 
 

87. quarantine \ SkwOrEnTtGn \ 
 

[ \ SkwBrEnTtGn \ ] 

[This word is from a word that went from Latin to French to 
Italian.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1859, column 3)   
 

a regulation restraining a ship from physical connections with 
the shore while suspected of offering a threat of contagion. 
 

Were it not for the quarantine, the port city might have 
experienced an outbreak of a deadly strain of influenza. 
 

☺ The passengers recounted the harrowing days of the cruise 
ship’s subjection to quarantine, when they were forced to watch 
a hairy chest contest while listening to a calypso band under the 
tropical sun. 
 

88. hysterical \ hi SsterDkEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word is from an originally Greek word that 
passed into Latin, and the second part is from an English 
combining form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1118, column 1)   
 

exhibiting unrestrained emotionalism. 
 

When their team won the world championship, the fans became 
hysterical with joy. 
 

☺ “That Donnie Osmond is hysterical, hysterical,” Edith 
whispered to Gladys in the event room of the Sunrise Retirement 
Community. 
 

89. subterranean \ TsEbtESrCnGEn \ 
 

[ \ TsEbtESrCnyEn \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 2281, column 1)   
 

functioning, operating, or suitable for operating beneath the 
surface of the earth. 
 

The mole is a subterranean creature. 
 

90. miraculous \ mDSrakyElEs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a word that went from Latin to French.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1441, column 2)   
 

interpreted as performed by a supernatural power or 
accomplished by the direct agency of an almighty power and not 
by natural causes. 
 

Juan made a miraculous recovery after the accident. 
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91. oblige \ E SblIj \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 1556, column 3)   
 

constrain (as another or oneself) by physical, moral, or legal 
force : put under binding agreement to do or to forbear from 
doing something. 
 

The new rules oblige students to wear prescribed uniforms to 
school. 
 

☺ Ramon plans to protest the new rules that oblige him to take 
out the trash. 
 

92. encore \ SBnTkPr \ 
 

[ \ SBNTkPr \ ] 

[This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 747, column 1)   
 

the further appearance of a performer or an additional 
performance requested by an audience. 
 

The audience was so thrilled by the singer’s rendition of the aria 
that it cheered for an encore. 
 

☺ Marli asked for an encore when her brother slipped on the 
freshly mopped floor. 
 

93. centennial \ senStenGEl \  
 

[ \ senStenyEl \ ] 

[This word is from a Latin element plus another Latin element 
that had become English.] 
noun    (Webster’s Third page 362, column 1)   
 

a 100th anniversary or its celebration. 
 

Ulysses S. Grant was president when the United States of 
America celebrated its centennial. 
 

☺ To celebrate the centennial of the first cross-country road trip 
by a female driver in America, Larry asked his wife to go down 
the street and get some milk. 
 

94. indelible \ in SdelEbEl \  
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1147, column 3)   
 

that cannot be removed, washed away, or erased : permanent. 
 

Lily’s narrow escape from drowning left an indelible mark on 
her personality. 
 

95. financier \ Tf inEnSsir \  
 

[ \ fDTnanSsir, TfITnanSsir \ ] 

[This word is from a French word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 851, column 3)   
 

a large-scale investor. 
 

Marv’s uncle, a Boston financier, works one day a week in a 
soup kitchen. 
 

☺ Looking at her fiancé, Alexa saw the man she loved as well as 
the financier of her future jewelry collection. 
 

96. supplement \ SsEplETment \ 
 

[ \ SsEplEmEnt \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Latin word that then became 
English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 2297, column 1)   
 

fill the deficiencies of. 
 

Chrysanthe will supplement her diet by taking a multivitamin 
every day. 
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97. larynx \ S lariN(k)s \ 
 

[ \ SlarGN(k)s \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1274, column 1)   
 

the modified upper part of the respiratory passage of air-
breathing vertebrates bounded above by the glottis and 
continuous below with the trachea. 
 

The vocal cords are situated within the larynx. 
 

☺ The passengers on the plane were treated to a demonstration 
of the impressive larynx of Carla’s newborn baby. 
 

 
 
 
 

98. patience \ SpCshEn(t)s \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1655, column 2)   
[has homonym: plural noun patients] 
 

calm self-possession in confronting obstacles or delays. 
 

George doesn’t have the patience to wait in line for hours to buy 
a ticket. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
99. accomplice \ E SkBmplDs \ 

 

[ \ aSkBmplDs, ESkEmplDs \ ] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 12, column 2)   
[could be confused with accomplish] 
 

one that participates with another in a crime either as the chief actor 
or an actual participant or as one who is not actually or 
constructively present but contributes as an assistant or instigator. 
 

The juvenile was convicted as an accomplice in the robbery. 
 

100. rutabaga \ SrVZETbCgE \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a word that went from Old Norse to Swedish.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1992, column 2)   
 

a turnip commonly with a very large yellowish root that is used as 
food both for stock and for human beings. 
 

Julia diced a rutabaga and added it to the vegetable soup she was 
making. 
 

☺ The celebrity chef’s first book was about how to make imitation 
meat products out of rutabaga. 
 

101. fallacy \ SfalEsG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 818, column 2)   
 

a plausible reasoning that fails to satisfy the conditions of valid 
argument or correct inference. 
 

Though Ben’s argument may seem credible, it is pure fallacy. 
 

The following word is a homonym. Inform the speller that this word is a homonym and 
provide, without being asked by the speller to do so, the word’s part of speech and definition. 

As you near the end of this section, compare the number of words that remain with the number of spellers  
still standing. Begin a new round in this section only if the number of words remaining is greater than  

the number of spellers still standing. Move to the Additional Words if this criterion is not met.   
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102. infatuation \ DnTfachESwCshEn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1158, column 1)   
 

strong and unreasoning attachment. 
 

Tim’s parents were concerned about his infatuation with video 
games. 
 

 
 
 

103. palatable \ SpalDZEbEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word is from an element perhaps of 
Etruscan origin that went to Latin and then English, and the 
second part is an English combining form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1623, column 2)   
 

agreeable to the taste : appetizing. 
 

George dislikes broccoli but finds it palatable if it is topped with 
melted cheese. 
 

104. ineffable \ in SefEbEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1156, column 1)   
 

incapable of being expressed in words : unutterable : indescribable. 
 

Billy felt ineffable joy when his parents presented him with a  
puppy. 
 

 
 
 

105. psychoanalysis \ TsI( T)kPESnalEsDs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Both parts of this word are originally Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1832, column 3)   
[could be confused with differently pronounced  
variant psychanalysis] 
 

a method of investigating (as through free association and dream 
study) content lying outside the sphere of physical science or 
knowledge and mechanisms not readily accessible to voluntary 
exploration by the conscious mind. 
 

The doctor recommended psychoanalysis to treat Sam’s 
abnormal behavior. 
 

106. labyrinth \ S labETrin(t)th \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a probably Carian word that went into Greek 
and then Latin and then English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1260, column 2)   
 

a maze in a park or garden formed by paths separated by high 
thick hedges. 
 

Carole brags about being the first person in her class to reach 
the middle of the labyrinth behind the Governor’s Palace on 
their trip to Colonial Williamsburg. 
 

The following word could be confused with another word similar in sound and/or spelling.  
Provide, without being asked by the speller to do so, the word’s part of speech and definition. 

The following word could be confused with a variant of the word that is pronounced differently.  
Ensure that the speller understands the pronunciation that is provided by the pronouncer. 
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107. enfranchise \ DnSfranTchIz \ 
 

[ \ enSfranTchIz \ ] 

[This word is from a French word that then became English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 751, column 2)   
 

endow with a constitutional or statutory right or privilege, 
especially the right to vote. 
 

Sarah finds it hard to believe that the United States did not 
enfranchise women until 1920. 
 

108. aggrandizement \ E SgrandEzmEnt \ 
 

[ \ ESgranTdIzmEnt,  
       SagrEnTdIzmEnt \ ] 

[This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 41, column 2)   
 

the act, action, or result of making great or greater (as in power, 
honor, or wealth). 
 

Because she was a commoner, Ruth was accused of marrying the 
prince for her personal aggrandizement. 
 

109. circuitous \ TsEr SkyVEZEs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 408, column 3)   
 

being a winding course : indirect : roundabout. 
 

The road going up the mountain was increasingly circuitous. 
 

110. adjudicate \ E SjVdDTkCt \  
 

[ \ ESjVdGTkCt \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 27, column 1)   
 

hear and determine (as a litigated question) or decide in the case 
of (as a person) in or as if in a court charged with the 
administration of law. 
 

A council composed of students and teachers will adjudicate all 
reports of honor code violations. 

    
111. omniscient \ BmSnishEnt \ 

 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1574, column 2)   
 

having infinite awareness, understanding, and insight : knowing 
all things. 
 

Many people believe in an omniscient Deity. 
 

☺ The editor was delighted that Hamilton had taken the advice 
to use an omniscient narrator but worried that it was too 
distracting that on every other page the narrator boasted about 
how awesome it was to know everything. 
 

112. cajolery \ kESjPlErG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 313, column 3)   
 

the act or practice of alluring or inducing by soft words or 
flattery. 
 

After much cajolery, the kitten finally came down from the tree. 
 

113. analgesia \ TanFl S jGzGE \ 
 

[ \ TanFlSjGzhE \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 76, column 3)   
 

insensibility to pain without loss of consciousness. 
 

Dr. Horton is researching the effectiveness of acupuncture as a 
method of inducing analgesia. 
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114. conundrum \ kESnEndrEm \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is of unknown origin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 497, column 2)   
 

a puzzle or problem that is usually intricate and difficult to solve. 
 

As a mayoral candidate, Kevin spent weeks puzzling over the 
conundrum of how to balance the city’s budget while 
maintaining its services. 
 

☺ The governor called on the advice of his closest advisers but 
struggled with the conundrum until late into the night, when he 
finally figured out how to get his bath to be the perfect 
temperature. 
 

115. vengeance \ SvenjEn(t)s \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2540, column 2)   
 

infliction of punishment in return for an injury or offense. 
 

The defeated rebels howled with rage and fury and swore bloody 
vengeance. 
 

116. analogize \ E SnalETjIz \  
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word is from a word composed of Greek 
elements and was probably formed in Greek, and the second part 
is an English combining form.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 76, column 3)   
 

make use of a figure of speech embodying an extended or 
elaborate comparison between two things or situations especially 
in reasoning. 
 

Debaters often analogize to make their thinking clear to an 
audience. 
 

117. photosynthesis \ TfPZPSsin(t)thEsDs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word consists of two Greek parts.] 
noun   (Webster’s Third page 1703, column 3)   
 

the formation of carbohydrates from carbon dioxide and a source 
of hydrogen (as water) in chlorophyll-containing cells (as of 
green plants) exposed to light. 
 

Photosynthesis provides plants with necessary carbohydrates. 
 

118. calisthenics \ TkalEsStheniks \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word is originally Greek, and the second 
part is an English combining form.] 
plural noun  (Webster’s Third page 317, column 3)   
 

systematic exercises performed usually in rhythm and often in a 
group without apparatus or with light hand apparatus to improve 
the strength, suppleness, balance, and health of the body. 
 

Aunt Julia does calisthenics twice a week in a program called 
“Body Recall.” 
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119. latitudinarian \ T laZETtVdFnSerGEn \ 
 

[ \ TlaZETtyVdFnSerGEn,  
      TlaZETtVdFnSCrGEn \ ] 

[The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and 
the second part contains English combining forms.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1277, column 1)   
 

not insisting on strict conformity to a particular standard, norm, 
or formula : tolerant. 
 

Some conservative members of the church did not agree with the 
latitudinarian policies of the pastor. 
 

☺ Some members of the church were not pleased with the 
latitudinarian aspects of the guest speaker’s sermon, though 
they admitted that his oversized sunglasses were pretty funny. 
 

120. anemone \ E SnemEnG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word came to English from Latin, which took it from 
Greek, which perhaps took it from a word of Semitic origin.] 
noun   (Webster’s Third page 81, column 3)   
 

any of numerous almost invariably solitary and often large and 
brilliantly colored polyps that in form, bright and varied colors, 
and cluster of tentacles surrounding the mouth superficially 
resemble a flower. 
 

An anemone attaches itself to a rock or coral reef and feeds on 
organisms that pass by. 
 

 
 
 
 

121. adieu \ E SdV \ 
 

[ \ ESdyV \ ] 

[This word is from Latin-derived French.] 
interjection  (Webster’s Third page 26, column 2)   
[has homonym: ado] 
 

—used to express farewell. 
 

“Adieu, my friends!” called the fur trapper as he paddled away 
from the shore. 
 

☺ “Adieu, my friends!” yelled the fur trapper as he paddled 
away from the grinning beavers and toward the unseen 
waterfall. 
 

122. anticoagulant \ Tan(T)tIkPSagyElEnt \ 
 

[ \ TantGkPSagyElEnt,  
       TantDkPSagyElEnt \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun    (Webster’s Third page 94, column 2)   
 

a substance (as a drug) that hinders clotting of blood. 
 

The surgeon administered an anticoagulant after the operation. 
 

☺ “The good news,” Sam thought to himself, “is I stopped 
taking my anticoagulant last month. The bad news is that it’s a 
shark, alright.” 
 

123. paramecium \ TparESmGshGEm \ 
 

[ \ TparESmGshEm,  
       TparESmGsGEm \ ] 

[This word consists of a Greek part plus a Latin combining 
form.] 
noun    (Webster’s Third page 1638, column 1)   
 

a one-celled animal having an elongate body covered with tiny 
hairlike structures. 
 

Karen used a microscope to observe the division of the 
paramecium into two daughter cells. 
 

☺ Charles was upset that everybody mistook his Halloween 
costume for an amoeba when he was clearly a paramecium. 
 

The following word is a homonym. Inform the speller that this word is a homonym and 
provide, without being asked by the speller to do so, the word’s part of speech and definition. 
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124. rotisserie \ rPStisErG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word.] 
noun    (Webster’s Third page 1977, column 2)   
 

a cooking appliance fitted with a spit on which food is rotated 
before or over a source of heat. 
 

Herb used the rotisserie on his new gas grill to cook Cornish 
hens for supper. 
 

125. brigadier \ TbrigESdir \  
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an Italian word that passed through French on 
its way to English.] 
noun    (Webster’s Third page 277, column 2)   
 

an army, marine, or air force officer ranking just below a major 
general and above a colonel. 
 

After the decisive battle in which he had a crucial role, Hiram 
was promoted to brigadier. 
 

☺ The brigadier was not impressed that his colonel had taught 
the troops to skip in formation. 
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Words 126–275 do not appear on Scripps National Spelling Bee Study Word Lists  

 
 
 
 
 

126. curtain \ SkErtFn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 558, column 2)   
 

a piece of material that serves to screen, divide, protect, conceal, 
or decorate. 
 

Stacy is debating whether to buy a plastic or fabric shower 
curtain. 
 

127. galley \ SgalG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word went from Greek probably to Old Provençal or Old 
Catalan, then French, then English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 931, column 1)   
 

a large low usually one-decked ship propelled by both sails and 
oars, typically being 100 to 200 feet long, often having 20 oars 
on each side with many rowers to each oar and used throughout 
medieval times especially in the Mediterranean. 
 

The restored eighteenth-century galley is on display in the 
harbor. 
 

128. revision \ rDSvizhEn \ 
 

[ \ rGSvizhEn \ ] 

[This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1944, column 1)   
 

reexamination or careful reading over for correction or 
improvement. 
 

The revision of Ben’s article took longer than expected. 
 

129. nugget \ SnEgDt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is of unknown origin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1548, column 3)   
 

a solid lump; especially : a native lump of precious metal. 
 

Adrian keeps in his pocket a gold nugget for good luck. 
 

130. obvious \ SBbvGEs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1559, column 3)   
 

readily and easily perceived by the sensibilities or mind. 
 

It is obvious to all Mary’s friends that she has been bitten by the 
love bug. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is no rule stating that you must proceed word-for-word from this list. 
You may skip a word if you sense that the word may present a problem at your bee.  

If a word has a homonym or near homonym, the word’s homonym status is probably noted  
at the word’s entry in this guide. We encourage you to include these words in your bee,  

provided you indicate the word’s homonym or near homonym status to the speller. 

If you think a word is a homonym and yet a homonym is not listed, please check Webster’s  
Third New International Dictionary for further information or skip the word. It is possible  
that we did not note the fact that the word is a homonym. For the final word in handling  

homonyms, see the portions of Rules 5, 7, and 11 that refer to homonyms. 
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131. disaster \ dDSzastEr \ 
 

[ \ dDSsastEr \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 643, column 3)   
 

a sudden calamitous event producing great material damage, 
loss, and distress. 
 

The violent hailstorm was the disaster that ruined the wheat 
crop. 
 

132. harness \ ShBrnDs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a word that went from Old Norse to French to 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1035, column 2)   
 

the gear or tackle other than a yoke of a draft animal (as a horse, 
dog, or goat). 
 

The bells on the harness of the horse pulling the carriage 
through Central Park jingled loudly when the driver shook the 
reins. 
 

133. momentum \ mPSmentEm \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1456, column 3)   
 

a property of a moving body that determines the length of time 
required to bring it to rest when under the action of a constant 
force or rotational inertia. 
 

The automobile gained momentum as it rolled down the hill. 
 

134. gossip \ SgBsDp \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is originally English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 981, column 2)   
 

rumor, report, tattle, or behind-the-scenes information especially 
of an intimate or personal nature. 
 

“Turn a deaf ear to gossip,” advised Mrs. Dunbar. 
 

135. shuttle \ SshEZFl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is originally English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2109, column 2)   
 

a vehicle used in a going back and forth over a specified route or 
path at regular intervals. 
 

Adrian lived in Baltimore, but he took the airplane shuttle to 
New York and back every day because he worked in Manhattan. 
 

136. volume \ SvBlyEm \ 
 

[ \ SvBl(T)yVm \ ] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2563, column 3)   
 

the degree of loudness or the intensity of a sound. 
 

Lisa adjusted the volume of her cell phone ringer to the lowest 
setting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Has a speller asked you to provide the root of the word? Root word questions can be 
 extremely difficult to answer correctly, and a correct answer may often mislead the speller.  

For this reason, you should inform the speller that root word questions 
are entertained only at the national level of competition. 

 

Remember: Roots and origins are separate matters. You may answer questions about  
a word’s origin readily with the word origin information provided for each word’s entry. 
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137. realistic \ TrGESlistik \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Latin-derived French word plus Greek-
derived combining forms.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1890, column 3)   
 

facing what is not imaginary, fictitious, or pretended squarely : 
not impractical or visionary. 
 

A realistic review of his prospects of reaching the summit 
convinced Ted to turn back. 
 

138. coffin \ SkOfDn \ 
 

[ \ SkBfDn \ ] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 439, column 3)   
 

a box or chest in which a corpse is buried. 
 

Aunt Magdalene could hardly bear the sight of her brother’s 
coffin. 
 

139. burdensome \ SbErdFnsEm \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word consists of an originally English word plus an 
English combining form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 298, column 2)   
 

difficult or distressing to carry or to bear. 
 

Tia found running the snack bar a burdensome responsibility. 
 

140. absurd \ EbSsErd \ 
 

[ \ abSsErd, EbSzErd \ ] 

[This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 8, column 2)   
 

marked by an obvious lack of reason, common sense, proportion, 
or accord with accepted ideas. 
 

Earl was in the absurd predicament of having to teach his dog 
how to bark. 
 

141. theory \ S thGHrG \ 
 

[ \ SthirG, SthGrG \ ] 

[This word is from Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2371, column 3)   
 

a belief, policy, or procedure proposed or followed as the basis 
of action. 
 

The educational system is based on the theory that all children 
want to learn. 
 

142. cabinet \ SkabnDt \ 
 

[ \ SkabEnDt \ ] 

[This word is from a French word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 309, column 3)   
 

an upright case or cupboardlike repository. 
 

Safety-conscious parents of young children put cleaning supplies 
out of reach or in a locked cabinet. 
 

143. morbid \ SmOrbDd \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1469, column 2)   
 

abnormally susceptible to or characterized by gloomy or 
unwholesome feelings. 
 

The inventor was haunted by a morbid sense of guilt about the 
possible harmful effects of her invention. 
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144. nuzzle \ SnEzEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is originally English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 1553, column 1)   
 

work with or as if with the nose : root. 
 

Even when he is busy with the stable chores, Al usually takes 
time to stroke the horses when they nuzzle into his neck. 
 

145. prism \ SprizEm \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1804, column 2)   
 

a transparent body that is bounded in part by two nonparallel 
plane faces and is used to deviate or disperse a beam of light. 
 

The prism cast an array of colors on the tablecloth. 
 

146. sardine \ sBr SdGn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a word that perhaps came from a Lydian 
geographical name that went into Greek, then Latin, and then 
French.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2015, column 1)   
 

any of several small or immature fishes preserved for food. 
 

The only way Kathy could entice the frightened cat from under 
the porch was to offer him a sardine. 
 

147. margin \ SmBrjDn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1381, column 1)   
 

a vertical blank column to the right or left of an area occupied or 
to be occupied by the main body of a printed or written text or 
by a group of illustrations on a page or sheet. 
 

The previous owner had scribbled illegible notes in the margin 
of almost every page of Elias’s textbook. 
 

148. haddock \ ShadDk \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is originally English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1018, column 3)   
 

an important food fish that is usually smaller than the common 
cod and has a black lateral line and a dark spot just behind the 
gills. 
 

The only fish sticks Dustin will eat are those made of minced 
haddock. 
 

149. calcium \ SkalsGEm \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 315, column 1)   
 

a silver-white rather soft bivalent metallic element that 
commonly occurs in combination in certain minerals and rocks, 
in practically all natural waters, and in most animals and plants 
as an essential constituent. 
 

Calcium is an essential element in bones. 
 

150. disobey \ TdisPSbC \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 652, column 2)   
 

refuse to fit one’s conduct to and perform as directed or 
requested by. 
 

Well-trained dogs will not disobey a familiar command. 
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151. lobbyist \ S lBbGDst \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word is from a Germanic word that became 
Latin, and the second part is an English combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1326, column 3)   
 

a person who conducts activities with the objective of 
influencing public officials and especially members of a 
legislative body with regard to legislation and other policy 
decisions. 
 

The firm employed an experienced lobbyist to make its case to 
the legislators. 
 

152. expectant \ ik SspektEnt \ 
 

[ \ ekSspektEnt \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 799, column 1)   
 

characterized by anticipation : waiting. 
 

The expectant crowd outside the palace gates had been in place 
since before dawn. 
 

153. migraine \ SmITgrCn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin and then French.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1432, column 2)   
 

an episode or attack of a condition marked by recurrent usually 
unilateral severe headache often accompanied by nausea and 
vomiting and followed by sleep. 
 

Karen’s doctor found out that her migraine was caused by a 
food allergy. 
 

154. whetstone \ ShwetTstPn \ 
 

[ \ SwetTstPn \ ] 

[This word is originally English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2603, column 2)   
 

a natural or artificial rock used for sharpening tools used for 
cutting. 
 

Lanny still uses his grandfather’s whetstone. 
 

155. colic \ SkBlik \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin and then French before becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 443, column 2)   
 

a sudden attack or spasm of acute abdominal pain in man or 
animals localized in a hollow organ or tube and caused by 
spasm, obstruction, or twisting. 
 

Last spring Sam’s horse had colic. 
 

156. incapable \ in SkCpEbEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from three originally Latin elements.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1141, column 1)   
 

lacking competence, ability, or qualification for the purpose or 
end in view. 
 

The popular author seemed incapable of writing a dull novel. 
 

157. dimension \ dDSmenchEn \ 
 

[ \ dISmenchEn \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 634, column 1)   
 

measurement in a single line (as length, breadth, height, 
thickness, or circumference). 
 

Height is one dimension of a cube. 
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158. meditate \ SmedETtCt \  
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 1403, column 1)   
 

dwell in thought; especially : practice religious contemplation. 
 

Eileen and her friends meditate in the chapel every morning 
before breakfast. 
 

159. directory \ dDSrektErG \ 
 

[ \ dISrektErG \ ] 

[This word is from a word that went from Latin to English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 641, column 3)   
 

a compilation, index, or treatise serving to show or point out the 
way for or guide. 
 

Elgar’s new short wave radio’s instructions said to consult the 
directory for channel listings. 
 

160. pandemic \ panSdemik \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word consists of a Greek part plus an English combining 
form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1629, column 2)   
 

an outbreak of a disease occurring over a wide geographic area 
and affecting an exceptionally high proportion of the population. 
 

A pandemic of typhoid fever in the fifth century B.C. diminished 
Athenian power. 
 

161. epoxy \ E SpBksG \ 
 

[ \ eSpBksG, GSpBksG \ ] 

[Both parts of this word are originally Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 766, column 3)   
 

any of various usually thermosetting resins that are characterized 
by good adhesiveness, flexibility, and resistance to chemicals 
and that are used chiefly in coatings and adhesives. 
 

Melanie reattached the handle of the serving dish with epoxy. 
 

162. furiously \ SfyUrGEslG \ 
 

[ \ SfyVrGEslG \ ] 

[The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word that 
went through French before becoming English, and the second 
part is an English combining form.] 
adverb  (Webster’s Third page 923, column 3)   
 

in an impassioned manner : angrily. 
 

The soldiers furiously pursued the raiders but could not catch 
them. 
 

163. soprano \ sESpran(T)P \ 
 

[ \ sESprBn(T)P \ ] 

[This word is from Italian.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2174, column 2)   
 

the highest voice part in four-part mixed harmony. 
 

Violetta sings soprano in her church choir. 
 

164. diagonal \ dI SagEnFl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 622, column 2)   
 

running across from corner to corner. 
 

Chris prefers the tile floor with the diagonal pattern. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

There is no rule stating that you must proceed word-for-word from this list. 
You may skip a word if you sense that the word may present a problem at your bee.  
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165. congestion \ kEnSjeschEn \ 
 

[ \ kEnSjeshchEn \ ] 

[This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 478, column 2)   
 

a condition of overcrowding or overburdening. 
 

The first item on the agenda is a discussion of proposed 
remedies for traffic congestion on Main Street. 
 

166. hazmat \ ShazTmat \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word came from a word that went from Arabic to French 
to English plus a word that went from Latin to French to 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 94a, column 2)   
 

a shipped substance (as radioactive, flammable, explosive, or 
poisonous substances) that would be a danger to life or to the 
environment if released without necessary precautions being 
taken. 
 

The truck bore the familiar symbol that indicated it was carrying 
a hazmat. 
 

167. obscure \ EbzSkyUr \ 
 

[ \ EbSskyUr, BbSskyUr \ ] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1557, column 3)   
 

not readily understood : lacking clarity or legibility. 
 

The idea the paragraph was trying to convey was expressed in 
an unnecessarily obscure way. 
 

168. farce \ SfBrs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 823, column 3)   
 

a light dramatic composition of satirical or humorous form in 
which great latitude is allowed as to probability of happenings 
and naturalness of characters. 
 

Lena has written a two-act farce inspired by her summer job on 
a cruise ship. 
 

169. elevator \ SelETvCZEr \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and 
the second part is an English combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 735, column 3)   
 

a cage or platform and its hoisting machinery for conveying 
persons or goods to or from different levels. 
 

The hotel’s architectural showpiece is its glass elevator, which 
many tourists make a point to ride. 
 

170. momentary \ SmPmEnTterG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1456, column 2)   
 

lasting a very short time : transitory. 
 

More and more often, Mr. Gaylor has momentary memory 
lapses, making him wonder if he is becoming senile. 
 

171. eavesdropper \ SGvzTdrBpEr \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is originally English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 717, column 3)   
 

one that listens secretly to what is said in private. 
 

An eavesdropper often misinterprets what is overheard. 
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172. altitude \ SaltE TtVd \ 
 

[ \ SaltETtyVd \ ] 

[This word is from a word that went from Latin to English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 63, column 3)   
 

position at a height. 
 

When the plane suddenly lost altitude, the pilot told the 
passengers to fasten their seat belts. 
 

173. evaluate \ D SvalyETwCt \ 
 

[ \ GSvalyETwCt \ ] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 786, column 2)   
 

examine and judge concerning the worth, quality, significance, 
amount, degree, or condition of. 
 

Chris is one of three employees who will evaluate the project’s 
potential for profit. 
 

174. ancestor \ SanTsestEr \ 
 

[ \ SansDstEr \ ] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became French and then 
English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 79, column 1)   
 

one from whom a person is descended and who is usually more 
remote in the line of descent than a grandparent. 
 

Yang does not hesitate to advertise the fact that Genghis Khan is 
his ancestor. 
 

175. reprieve \ rDSprGv \ 
 

[ \ rGSprGv \ ] 

[This word is an alteration of a word that is perhaps from 
French.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1927, column 2)   
 

a formal temporary suspension of the execution of a sentence; 
especially : a remission or commutation of a sentence involving 
the death penalty. 
 

Bowing to public pressure, the governor granted a reprieve to 
the convict awaiting execution. 
 

176. elegant \ SelDgEnt \ 
 

[ \ SelGgEnt \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 733, column 3)   
 

characterized by tasteful richness especially of design or 
ornamentation : luxurious or sumptuous in a refined way. 
 

The debutante’s escort was dressed in an elegant silk-lined 
tuxedo. 
 

177. medley \ SmedlG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word that then became English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1403, column 2)   
 

a performance blending together a series of songs or other 
musical pieces. 
 

The symphony orchestra performed a medley of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein songs. 
 

178. unsentimental \ TEnTsentESmentFl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word consists of an originally English element plus an 
originally Latin form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 2510, column 1)   
 

not characterized or dominated by excessive or unwarranted 
feeling or emotion. 
 

Jerome tried to be unsentimental in his assessment of the 
situation. 
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179. humility \ hyVSmilEZG \ 
 

[ \ yVSmilEZG \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun    (Webster’s Third page 1101, column 3)   
 

freedom from pride or arrogance. 
 

The successful sports figure maintained his humility by 
frequently saying to himself the proverb “Pride goeth before a 
fall.” 
 

180. caterer \ SkCZErEr \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an Anglo-French word that went into English 
plus an English combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 353, column 1)   
 

one whose business is to arrange for and supervise all the details 
as to food and service for any social affair (as at a club or private 
house). 
 

The caterer placed a parsley leaf on each deviled egg. 
 

181. agonize \ SagETnIz \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin and then French.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 43, column 1)   
 

suffer tortue, intense pain, extreme distress, or anguish. 
 

Before the new pain medication was available, Alicia would 
agonize with her migraine headaches for several days at a time. 
 

182. embroider \ DmSbrOidEr \ 
 

[ \ emSbrOidEr \ ] 

[This word is from a French word that then became English.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 740, column 2)   
 

ornament with needlework. 
 

Emma will embroider flowers on the pocket of the apron she 
made in sewing class. 
 

183. interim \ S intErDm \ 
 

[ \ SintETrim \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1179, column 1)   
 

existing or continuing for a limited time. 
 

The principal appointed interim leaders of the student body until 
elections could be held. 
 

184. pheasant \ SfezFnt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin and then French before becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1695, column 2)   
 

any of numerous large, often long-tailed, and brilliantly colored 
Old World birds with legs adapted for running and scratching the 
ground where most of their food (as seeds or worms) is found. 
 

Uncle Larry’s hunting dog flushed out a pheasant from the 
underbrush. 
 

185. mallard \ SmalErd \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word that then became English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1367, column 3)   
 

a common and widely distributed wild duck of the northern 
hemisphere that frequents shallow water and feeds by dabbling. 
 

When Timmy fed the ducks at the marina, he gave his last piece 
of bread to the mallard. 
 

 
 Do only two or three spellers remain? If so, and if your bee does not conclude  

in two or three rounds, consider skipping ahead 25 words. 
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186. curfew \ SkEr( T)fyV \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word came from two Latin words that became French and 
then passed into English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 556, column 1)   
 

the stated hour usually of the evening at which persons (as 
juveniles, military personnel, or other specified classes) must be 
off the streets or at which business establishments or places of 
assembly must be closed. 
 

Megan and all her friends have a curfew of 9:00 p.m. on 
weeknights. 
 

187. burgundy \ SbErgEndG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French geographical name.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 299, column 1)   
 

a variable color averaging a dark grayish reddish brown that is 
redder and duller than mahogany. 
 

The students at the new high school voted for burgundy and 
gray as their school colors. 
 

188. representative \ TreprDSzentEZiv \ 
 

[ \ TreprGSzentEZiv \ ] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1926, column 3)   
 

one that acts the part of another or others in a special capacity, as 
one that acts for a constituency as a member of a legislative or 
other governing body. 
 

Brady felt honored when he was elected to be his homeroom’s 
representative to student council. 
 

189. essential \ D SsenchEl \ 
 

[ \ eSsenchEl, GSsenchEl \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 777, column 2)   
 

having or consisting of the basic, most fundamental nature, 
property, quality, or attribute peculiar to or necessary or 
indispensable to its kind. 
 

Larry’s essential self-reliance was tested when he broke his leg. 
 

190. ardent \ SBrdFnt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 115, column 2)   
 

extremely loyal : devoted : faithful. 
 

Sally is an ardent supporter of environmental causes. 
 

191. corridor \ SkOrEdEr \ 
 

[ \ SkBrEdEr, SkOrETdOr \ ] 

[This word is from a Latin word that became Italian and then 
French.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 512, column 1)   
 

a usually covered passageway; especially : one into which 
compartments or rooms open (as in a hotel or on certain types of 
trains). 
 

Richard heard a loud crash in the corridor and rushed out to see 
what had made the sound. 
 

192. lozenge \ S lBzFnj \ 
 

[ \ SlBzDnj, SlOzFnj, SlBsFnj \ ] 

[This word is from a French word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1342, column 3)   
 

a small flat diamond-shaped medicated candy; especially : one 
variously flavored and sometimes medicated. 
 

Mother gave Rick a cherry-flavored lozenge for his sore throat. 
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193. eclipse \ D Sklips \ 
 

[ \ GSklips \ ] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 720, column 1)   
 

the obscuration of one celestial body by another. 
 

Susan and Stuart flew to Mexico to view a total eclipse of the 
Sun. 
 

194. cellulose \ SselyETlPs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word was originally Latin and then became 
French, and the second part is an English combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 360, column 2)   
 

any of several fibrous substances constituting the chief part of 
the cell walls of plants and of many fibrous products. 
 

Most household sponges are made of cellulose. 
 

195. authentic \ E Sthentik \ 
 

[ \ OSthentik \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin and then French before becoming English.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 146, column 2)   
 

worthy of acceptance or belief by reason of conforming to fact 
and reality. 
 

The restoration society aims to provide an authentic 
reproduction of the colonial village. 
 

196. rascal \ SraskEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is probably from French.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1883, column 2)   
 

a mean, unprincipled, or dishonest person. 
 

The children cheered during the movie when the rascal fell to his 
doom. 
 

197. gurney \ SgErnG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is probably from an American name.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1013, column 1)   
 

a wheeled cot or stretcher. 
 

The gurney squeaked ominously as Haywood was wheeled into 
the operating room. 
 

198. alias \ SClGEs \ 
 

[ \ SClyEs \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 53, column 1)   
 

an assumed name. 
 

To avoid publicity the movie star used an alias when registering 
at the hotel. 
 

199. candelabra \ TkandESlBbrE \ 
 

[ \ TkandESlabrE \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 325, column 3)   
 

a large candlestick or a lamp usually ornamented and having 
several arms or branches. 
 

In December Stella puts red and green candles in her 
candelabra on the mantel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

There is no rule stating that you must proceed word-for-word from this list. 
You may skip a word if you sense that the word may present a problem at your bee.  
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200. disparity \ dDSsparEZG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 653, column 1)   
 

marked difference (as in age, rank, grade, condition, quantity, 
quality, or kind). 
 

The disparity between Ceci’s ability and her performance on 
tests is huge. 
 

201. attrition \ E StrishEn \ 
 

[ \ aStrishEn \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 60a, column 2)   
 

a usually gradual loss of personnel from causes normal or 
peculiar to a given situation (as death, retirement, and 
resignation in a labor force or failure and dropout among 
students) often without filling the vacancies. 
 

The CEO promised that the reduction in staff required by the 
budget cuts would come from attrition, not from layoffs. 
 

202. synthetically \ sin StheZDklG \ 
 

[ \ sinStheZDkElG \ ] 

[The first part of this word is originally Greek, and the rest 
consists of English combining forms.] 
adverb  (Webster’s Third page 2321, column 3)   
 

in a manner by which something is produced by artificial means 
or methods rather than by natural growth. 
 

Many pharmaceutical drugs are now produced synthetically as 
a result of advances in biotechnology. 
 

203. virtue \ SvEr( T)chV \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2556, column 1)   
 

moral excellence : integrity of character : uprightness of conduct. 
 

Sam lives by the adage that virtue is its own reward, and he can 
always be counted on to do the right thing. 
 

204. mosquitoey \ mESskGZPG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word consists of a word that went from Latin to Spanish 
plus an English combining form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1473, column 3)   
 

full of any of numerous two-winged flies that have a rather 
narrow abdomen and usually a long slender rigid proboscis that 
contains a set of needlelike organs with which they puncture the 
skin of animals to suck the blood. 
 

Dale pitched his tent on the hill above the mosquitoey swamp. 
 

205. parable \ SparEbEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a word that went from Greek to Latin to 
French to English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1635, column 1)   
 

a usually short fictitious story that illustrates a moral attitude or a 
religious principle. 
 

Ella’s Sunday school teacher begins every class with a parable. 
 

206. crocodilian \ TkrBkESdilGEn \ 
 

[ \ TkrBkESdilyEn \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin plus an English combining form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 539, column 2)   
 

false : insincere. 
 

Claire’s crocodilian grief over the death of her brother’s pet 
snake did not fool anyone. 
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207. ammonia \ E SmPnyE \ 
 

[ \ ESmPnGE \ ] 

[This word is from an Egyptian word that went into Greek and 
then Latin plus a Greek combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 70, column 3)   
 

a colorless gaseous alkaline compound of nitrogen and hydrogen 
that is lighter than air, of extremely pungent smell and taste, and 
very soluble in water and that is used both free and combined in 
medicine, the arts, and industry. 
 

Nan used a dilute solution of ammonia to clean the old varnish. 
 

208. pilgrimage \ SpilgrEmij \  
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word was formed in French from a Latin-derived French 
word plus a French combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1715, column 2)   
 

a journey to visit a shrine or a holy place as a devotee. 
 

Felipe made a pilgrimage to Santiago last year. 
 

209. reconcilable \ SrekEnTsIlEbEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word that 
went through French before becoming English, and the second 
part is an English combining form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1897, column 2)   
 

capable of being adjusted or settled. 
 

Bill hopes that his differences with Sheila are reconcilable. 
 

210. hiatus \ hI SCZEs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1065, column 2)   
 

a gap : an aperture. 
 

A hiatus between theory and practice caused Abbie unending 
frustration in her job administering surveys. 
 

211. scalpel \ SskalpEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2024, column 2)   
 

a small straight knife with a thin keen blade used especially for 
dissecting. 
 

In surgery the scalpel is now often replaced by a laser beam. 
 

212. plutonite \ SplVtFnTIt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Greek-derived German element plus a 
German combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1746, column 1)   
 

a deep-seated rock. 
 

Seismic activity sometimes pushes a plutonite to the surface. 
 

213. oncologist \ BNSkBlEjDst \ 
 

[ \ BnSkBlEjDst \ ] 

[Both parts of this word are originally Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1575, column 2)   
 

a specialist in the study of tumors. 
 

Eli’s father, an oncologist, is optimistic about medical advances 
in treating cancer patients. 
 

214. acquittal \ E SkwiZFl \ 
 

[ \ aSkwiZFl \ ] 

[This word consists of a Latin part plus a part that went from 
Latin to French.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 19, column 1)   
 

a setting free or deliverance from the charge of an offense by 
verdict of a jury, sentence of a court, or other legal process. 
 

The young defense attorney was determined to win an acquittal 
for her client. 
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215. extraneous \ ekSstrCnGEs \ 
 

[ \ ikSstrCnGEs \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 807, column 1)   
 

existing or originating outside or beyond. 
 

Leona doesn’t let extraneous noises bother her while she is 
studying. 
 

216. petrify \ SpetrETfI \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a word that went from Greek to Latin to 
French plus a word that went from Latin to French.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 1690, column 3)   
 

become stone or a substance of stony hardness. 
 

Given enough time and the right conditions, an organic 
substance such as bone will petrify in the ground. 
 

217. marionette \ TmarGESnet \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1382, column 2)   
 

a puppet moved by strings or by hand (as in a puppet show). 
 

A marionette of Jay Leno was the hit of the show. 
 

218. gnome \ SnPm \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word went from French to Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 970, column 3)   
 

an ageless often deformed dwarf creature of folklore conceived 
as living in the earth and usually guarding precious ores or 
treasure. 
 

Eva placed a statue of a gnome in her garden, hoping it would 
guard her beloved tulips. 
 

219. catapult \ SkaZETpElt \  
 

[ \ SkaZETpUlt \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 351, column 1)   
 

move or launch by or as if by means of a device that hurls heavy 
stones or other missiles with extreme force. 
 

The general knew that his wartime success would catapult him 
into the public eye. 
 

220. residue \ SrezETdV \ 
 

[ \ SrezETdyV \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1932, column 1)   
 

the part of a molecule that remains after the removal of a portion 
of its constituents. 
 

Sondra asked Jeff to analyze and write out the formula for the 
residue in the Erlenmeyer flask. 
 

221. premonition \ TpremESnishEn \ 
 

[ \ TprGmESnishEn \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun   (Webster’s Third page 1789, column 3)   
 

anticipation of an event without conscious reason. 
 

Yolanda had a premonition that she would win the lottery. 
 

222. judicious \ jV SdishEs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1223, column 3)   
 

directed or governed by sound usually dispassionate opinion  
formed by discerning and comparing : characterized by discretion. 
 

Jane’s mom sees to it that her summer activities are a judicious 
mixture of chores and amusement. 
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223. litany \ S l itFnG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin and then French before becoming English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1321, column 1)   
 

a recital or chant having the resonant or repetitive qualities 
associated with a ritualistic repetition of prayers. 
 

Maddie’s little sister began a litany of requests at the breakfast 
table. 
 

224. pollutant \ pESlVtFnt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1756, column 2)   
 

any substance, medium, or agent that makes physically impure or 
unclean. 
 

Ethylene gas is an air pollutant associated with industrial 
manufacturing and automobile exhaust. 
 

225. decongestant \ TdGkEnSjestEnt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from four originally Latin elements.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 587, column 2)   
 

an agent that relieves an overaccumulation of blood in the blood 
vessels of an organ or part. 
 

A nasal decongestant constricts blood vessels and increases 
airflow, enabling patients with a stuffy nose to breathe more 
easily. 
 

226. crucible \ SkrVsEbEl \  
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 545, column 3)   
 

a vessel or melting pot that is used for melting and converting to a 
powder or to a friable state a substance (as metal and ore) which 
requires a high degree of heat. 
 

Clyde began the experiment by dumping the collected samples 
into a crucible. 
 

227. nubuck \ SnVTbEk \ 
 

[ \ SnyVTbEk \ ] 

[This word is perhaps from two English words.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 113a, column 1)   
 

a soft sueded leather. 
 

Nubuck has a feel similar to that of suede but is more durable. 
 

228. sustenance \ SsEstEnEn(t)s \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2304, column 2)   
 

something that gives support, endurance, or strength. 
 

Tyrone drew sustenance from the letters his girlfriend wrote him 
while he was overseas. 
 

229. opacity \ PSpasEZG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1578, column 3)   
 

the quality or state of a body that renders it impervious to the rays 
of light : lack of transparency or translucency. 
 

The envelope’s opacity makes it impossible for Greg to see if 
there is a check inside. 
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230. agoraphobia \ TagErESfPbGE \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Both parts of this word went from Greek to Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 43, column 1)   
 

abnormal fear of crossing or of being in the midst of open spaces. 
 

Charles doesn’t have agoraphobia, but he does much prefer 
staying home to going out. 
 

231. hallucination \ hETlVsFnSCshEn \ 
 

[ \ hElTyVsFnSCshEn \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1023, column 2)   
 

perception of objects with no reality. 
 

Maynard is adamant that the ghost he saw was not a product of 
hallucination. 
 

232. onerous \ SBnErEs \ 
 

[ \ SPnErEs \ ] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1576, column 2)   
 

that involves, imposes, or constitutes much oppressive or irksome 
work, effort, difficulty, or responsibility : burdensome. 
 

Ron grudgingly completed the onerous task of cutting and 
stacking the firewood. 
 

233. seismograph \ SsIzmETgraf \ 
 

[ \ SsIsmETgraf \ ] 

[Both parts of this word are originally Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2057, column 2)   
 

an apparatus of varying type and structure designed to measure 
and record vibrations within the earth and of the ground. 
 

The seismograph frantically scribbled out the record of the 
earthquake. 
 

234. vestige \ Svestij \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin 
word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2547, column 3)   
 

a remaining bit that constitutes a memorial or trace of something 
formerly present or assumed to be present. 
 

Dmitri thought he detected a vestige of natural gas odor in the 
kitchen. 
 

235. quintessence \ kwinStesFn(t)s \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1867, column 1)   
 

the most typical example or representative : the consummate 
instance (as of a quality or class). 
 

To be steadfast in the face of mortal danger is the quintessence of 
courage. 
 

236. impeccable \ imSpekEbEl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1132, column 2)   
 

free from fault or blame : flawless. 
 

A background investigation affirmed the candidate’s impeccable 
character. 
 

237. liquesce \ li Skwes \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 1319, column 2)   
 

become extremely fluid without being gaseous so as to flow 
freely typically in the manner of water. 
 

Izzy watched the ice sculptures liquesce in the afternoon sun. 
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238. foosball \ SfVzTbOl \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is probably from a German word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 88a, column 3)   
 

a table game resembling soccer in which the ball is moved by 
manipulating rods to which small figures of players are 
attached—called also “table soccer.” 
 

Kit and Cory enjoyed a game of foosball at the pizza parlor. 
 

239. calibrate \ SkalETbrCt \  
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a probably Greek element that went to Arabic, 
then Italian, then French plus an English combining form.] 
verb  (Webster’s Third page 316, column 3)   
 

determine or mark the capacity or the graduations of or rectify the 
graduations of (as a measuring instrument). 
 

Measuring cup makers usually calibrate them in both U.S. 
customary units and metric units. 
 

240. sinusitis \ TsInESsIZDs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2126, column 2)   
 

inflammation of any of the several cavities in the substance of a 
bone of the skull that usually communicates with the nostrils and 
contains air. 
 

The allergist explained to Alice that sinusitis is the cause of her 
headaches and sneezing. 
 

241. Promethean \ prESmGthGEn \ 
 

[ \ prESmGthyEn \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1815, column 2)   
 

of, relating to, or resembling the Titan pioneer of civilization, his 
experiences, or his art; especially : daringly original. 
 

Daryl’s success as an inventor is largely the result of his 
Promethean approach to problem solving. 
 

242. officiant \ E SfishGEnt \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1567, column 2)   
 

a priest or minister who performs a prescribed religious service or 
ceremony. 
 

Drew invited his priest to be the officiant at his daughter’s 
wedding. 
 

243. irretrievably \ T irDStrGvEblG \ 
 

[ \ TirGStrGvEblG \ ] 

[Originally Latin, this word went through French before 
becoming English.] 
adverb  (Webster’s Third page 1196, column 3)   
 

to a degree or in a manner that is impossible to recoup, repair, or 
overcome. 
 

Environmentalists bemoan the irretrievably lost sections of the 
rain forest. 
 

244. proscenium \ prESsGnGEm \ 
 

[ \ prPSsGnGEm \ ] 

[This word is from Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1820, column 2)   
 

the wall that separates the stage from the auditorium in a modern 
theater. 
 

An apron stage juts out from the proscenium. 
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245. rheumatic \ rVSmaZik \ 
 

[ \ rUSmaZik, rESmaZik \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin and then French.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1947, column 1)   
 

of, relating to, or characteristic of any of numerous conditions 
characterized by inflammation or pain in muscles, joints, or 
fibrous tissue. 
 

Benjamin Franklin and Henry VIII suffered from gout, a 
rheumatic disease. 
 

246. dermatitis \ TdErmEStIZDs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 608, column 2)   
 

inflammation of the skin typically marked by reddening, swelling, 
crusting, or scaling. 
 

Bonnie treated her dermatitis with aloe vera. 
 

247. refrigerant \ rDSfrijErEnt \ 
 

[ \ rGSfrijErEnt \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1910, column 1)   
 

a substance (as ice, ammonia, carbon dioxide) used in action or 
process of making or keeping something cold or cool. 
 

Mr. Horton wants to replace his current air-conditioning system 
with one that uses an ozone-friendly refrigerant. 
 

248. panacea \ TpanESsGE \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1628, column 2)   
 

a remedy for all ills or difficulties : a cure-all. 
 

The senator stated that federal aid would not be a panacea for the 
state’s economic problems. 
 

249. ecclesiastical \ D TklGzGSastDkEl \ 
 

[ \ eTklGzGSastDkEl \ ] 

[This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into 
Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 718, column 2)   
 

belonging to, suggestive of, or suitable for use in a church 
building or service of worship. 
 

Ramona designed and sewed all the ecclesiastical garments worn 
in the church’s services. 
 

250. gelid \ S jelDd \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 943, column 3)   
 

extremely cold : icy. 
 

When Frank was in Finland, he took a memorable swim in gelid 
water. 
 

251. pessimum \ SpesEmEm \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1689, column 1)   
 

the least favorable environmental condition under which an 
organism can survive. 
 

The pessimum for many species of cockroach occurs at 
temperatures near the freezing point. 
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252. calliope \ kESlIE(T)pG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a Greek name that passed into Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 318, column 3)   
 

a musical instrument consisting of a series of crude steam or air 
whistles used on riverboats and in circuses and carnivals. 
 

Passengers gathered on the upper deck of the Mississippi Queen 
to listen to the calliope. 
 

253. tachycardia \ T takDSkBrdGE \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2326, column 1)   
 

relatively rapid heart action whether physiological (as after 
exercise) or pathological. 
 

Cardiologists have successfully used electric shocks to treat 
severe ventricular tachycardia. 
 

254. pirouette \ TpirESwet \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1723, column 2)   
 

a full turn on the toe or ball of one foot in ballet. 
 

The pirouette is one of the most striking movements in a dancer’s 
repertoire. 
 

255. Montessorian \ TmBntESsPrGEn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from an Italian name.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 1465, column 3)   
 

of, following, or relating to a system for training young children 
emphasizing free physical activity, informal and individual 
instruction, early development of writing and reading, and 
extended sensory motor training. 
 

The Montessorian learning environment contains materials for 
all levels of children’s readiness. 
 

256. fascistic \ faSshistik \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a word that went from Latin to Italian.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 825, column 3)   
 

of, belonging to, sponsored by, or embodying any program for 
setting up a centralized autocratic national regime that exercises 
regimentation of industry, commerce, and finance; rigid 
censorship; and forcible suppression of opposition. 
 

The fascistic premier instituted many reforms regardless of 
whether or not the people wanted them. 
 

257. tuberculosis \ tETbErkyESlPsDs \ 
 

[ \ tVTbErkyESlPsDs,  
         tyVTbErkyESlPsDs \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2459, column 3)   
 

a communicable disease caused by the tubercle bacillus and 
characterized by toxic symptoms or allergic manifestations which 
in humans primarily affect the lungs. 
 

The antibiotic drug streptomycin has been successfully used to 
treat tuberculosis. 
 

258. muesli \ SmyVslG \ 
 

[ \ SmyVzlG \ ] 

[This word is from Swiss German.] 
noun   (Webster’s Third page 109a, column 2)   
 

a breakfast cereal of Swiss origin consisting of rolled oats, nuts, 
and fruit. 
 

Cody likes to start the day with a bowl of his grandmother’s 
muesli. 
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259. primogeniture \ TprImPSjenETchUr \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1802, column 1)   
 

the state of being the firstborn of the children of the same parents. 
 

Male primogeniture was used to determine inheritance of real 
estate and titles in Scotland until an act of Parliament abolished 
the practice in 1964. 
 

260. tortellini \ T tOrZFl SGnG \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word came from Italian, which formed it from a Latin word.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2413, column 3)   
 

noodle dough cut in rounds, filled with savory fillings, and boiled. 
 

Vic’s favorite Italian meal is tortellini stuffed with meat and cheese. 
 

261. stalactite \ stESlakTtIt \  
 

[ \ SstalEkTtIt \ ] 

[This word is from Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 2221, column 1)   
 

a deposit of crystalline calcium carbonate resembling an icicle 
hanging from the roof or sides of a cavern. 
 

It takes hundreds of years for even a small stalactite to form. 
 

262. ichthyosaur \ S ikthGPTsOr \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[Both parts of this word are originally Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1121, column 1)   
 

any of an order of marine reptiles of the Mesozoic era having an 
elongated snout, short neck, dorsal and caudal fins, limbs 
modified into paddles, eyes very large, and numerous conical 
teeth set in grooves and adapted for catching fish. 
 

Its streamlined body and paddle-like limbs enabled the 
ichthyosaur to move swiftly through the water. 
 

263. pantisocracy \ TpantESsBkrEsG \ 
 

[ \ TpanTtISsBkrEsG \ ] 

[This word is from Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1632, column 1)   
 

a utopian community in which all rule equally. 
 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge was one of the romantic poets who 
dreamed of establishing an pantisocracy in the United States in 
the late 1700s. 
 

264. Sagittarius \ TsajEStarGEs \ 
 

[ \ TsajEStCrGEs \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1999, column 3)   
 

the ninth sign of the zodiac. 
 

The symbol for Sagittarius is an archer with a drawn bow. 
 

265. portcullis \ pPrt SkElDs \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word that then became English.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1768, column 2)   
 

a large grating of iron bars or heavy timbers suspended by chains 
over the gateway of a fortified place and lowered between 
grooves to prevent passage. 
 

The guard quickly lowered the portcullis after the king and his 
knights passed through the gate. 
 

266. ossuary \ SBshETwerG \ 
 

[ \ SBsyETwerG, SBsETwerG \ ] 

[This word is from Latin.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1597, column 1)   
 

a depository (as a vault, room, urn) for the bones of the dead. 
 

Zelda got the shivers as she explored the ossuary. 
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267. glaucomatous \ glOSkPmEZEs \ 
 

[ \ glaUSkPmEZEs, glOSkBmEZEs \ ] 

[The first part of this word is from an originally Greek word that 
passed into Latin, and the second part is an English combining 
form.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 963, column 3)   
 

of, relating to, or affected with a disease of the eye marked by 
increased pressure within the eyeball that damages the optic disk 
and results in gradual loss of vision and ultimate blindness. 
 

Some drugs have proven effective in preventing damage to the 
retina in glaucomatous eyes. 
 

268. hamartia \ ThBTmBrStGE \ 
 

[ \ hESmBrZGE \ ] 

[This word is from Greek.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1024, column 2)   
 

a defect of character : error, guilt, or sin especially of the tragic 
hero in a literary work. 
 

Unrestrained ambition proved to be Macbeth’s hamartia. 
 

269. melamine \ SmelETmGn \ 
 

[ \ SmelEmDn \ ] 

[This word is from German.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1405, column 3)   
 

a resin made from a white crystalline high-melting organic base 
and an aldehyde, characterized by resistance to heat and water 
and good electrical resistance, or a plastic made from such a 
resin. 
 

Galina placed the hot casserole on a trivet made of melamine. 
 

270. deluginous \ del SyVjEnEs \ 
 

[ \ deSlVjEnEs \ ] 

[This word consists of a part that went from Latin to French to 
English plus English combining forms.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 598, column 2)   
 

like a drenching rain. 
 

The car was hit by a deluginous spray from the sprinklers on the 
median. 
 

271. epilation \ TepESlCshEn \ 
 

[no alternate pronunciation(s)] 

[This word is from a French word made up of Latin-derived 
elements.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 763, column 3)   
 

the loss or removal of hair from any cause or for any reason. 
 

Chemotherapy resulted in the temporary epilation of most of the 
patient’s hair. 
 

272. phlebitis \ flD SbIZDs \ 
 

[ \ flGSbIZDs, fleSbIZDs \ ] 

[This word consists of a Greek part plus a Latin combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1698, column 3)   
 

inflammation of a vein. 
 

If phlebitis is not treated early, a blood clot can form in the 
inflamed vein. 
 

273. tiramisu \ T t irESmG(T)sV \ 
 

[ \ TtirESmi(T)sV, TtirEmGSsV \ ] 

[This word is from Italian.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 137a, column 1)   
 

a dessert made with ladyfingers, mascarpone, and espresso. 
 

Callie ordered a small entrée at the café to ensure she would have 
room for its famous tiramisu. 
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274. Byzantine \ SbizEnTtGn \ 
 

[ \ SbizEnTtIn \ ] 

[This word is from a Greek geographical name.] 
adjective  (Webster’s Third page 308, column 2)   
 

having the characteristics of an architecture developed in the 
eastern Roman Empire having as its chief decorative feature the 
incrustation of walls, vault faces, and spandrels with marble 
veneering and with richly colored mosaic on grounds of gold. 
 

Many people say that the most impressive example of Byzantine 
architecture is Hagia Sophia in Istanbul. 
 

275. parochialism \ pESrPkGETlizEm \ 
 

[ \ pESrPkyETlizEm \ ] 

[This word consists of a part that went from Latin to French to 
English plus an English combining form.] 
noun  (Webster’s Third page 1643, column 3)   
 

selfish pettiness or narrowness (as of interests, opinions, or 
views). 
 

The governor complained that there was too much short-sighted 
parochialism in the legislature. 
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A 
 

absurd – 140. 
accomplice – 99. 
accurate – 70. 
acquittal – 214. 
adieu – 121. 
adjudicate – 110. 
affiliation – 85. 
aggrandizement – 108. 
agonize – 181. 
agoraphobia – 230. 
agricultural – 84. 
alias – 198. 
altitude – 172. 
ammonia – 207. 
analgesia – 113. 
analogize – 116. 
ancestor – 174. 
anemone – 120. 
anticoagulant – 122. 
apology – 66. 
applause – 40. 
apprentice – 86. 
ardent – 190. 
article – 69. 
artificial – 59. 
attrition – 201. 
authentic – 195. 
author – 45. 
avenue – 12. 
 
B  
bargain – 46. 
beautiful – 41. 
brigadier – 125. 
brighten – 24. 
burdensome – 139. 
burgundy – 187. 
Byzantine – 274. 
 

C  
cabbage – 32. 
cabinet – 142. 
cajolery – 112. 
calcium – 149. 
calibrate – 239. 
calisthenics – 118. 
calliope – 252. 
calories – 49. 
cancel – 5. 
candelabra – 199. 
casserole – 62. 
catapult – 219. 
caterer – 180. 
celebration – 11. 
cellulose – 194. 
centennial – 93. 
centipede – 64. 
chemical – 56. 
circuitous – 109. 
coffee – 1. 
coffin – 138. 
colic – 155. 
commentary – 55. 
competitive – 81. 
condemn – 74. 
congestion – 165. 
consonant – 50. 
continent – 25. 
conundrum – 114. 
corridor – 191. 
courage – 39. 
crocodilian – 206. 
crucible – 226. 
curfew – 186. 
curtain – 126. 
 
D  
dangerous – 4. 
decongestant – 225. 

deluginous – 270. 
denominator – 67. 
dermatitis – 246. 
diagonal – 164. 
diamond – 33. 
dimension – 157. 
directory – 159. 
disaster – 131. 
disobey – 150. 
disparity – 200. 
dynamite – 57. 
 
E 
 
eavesdropper – 171. 
ecclesiastical – 249. 
eclipse – 193. 
elegant – 176. 
elevator – 169. 
embroider – 182. 
encore – 92. 
enfranchise – 107. 
enormous – 48. 
epilation – 271. 
epoxy – 161. 
essential – 189. 
estimate – 26. 
evaluate – 173. 
exact – 9. 
examine – 31. 
exercise – 36. 
exhaust – 76. 
expectant – 152. 
extinct – 47. 
extraneous – 215. 
 
F  
fallacy – 101. 
farce – 168. 
fascistic – 256. 
faucet – 73. 

fertilize – 58. 
financier – 95. 
foosball – 238. 
furiously – 162. 
furnace – 7. 
 
G  
galley – 127. 
gelid – 250. 
glaucomatous – 267. 
gnome – 218. 
gossip – 134. 
guard – 18. 
guidance – 71. 
gurney – 197. 
 
H  
haddock – 148. 
hallucination – 231. 
hamartia – 268. 
harness – 132. 
hazmat – 166. 
headache – 30. 
hiatus – 210. 
holiday – 23. 
humility – 179. 
hysterical – 88. 
 
I 
 

ichthyosaur – 262. 
imagine – 2. 
immature – 63. 
impeccable – 236. 
incapable – 156. 
indelible – 94. 
ineffable – 104. 
infatuation – 102. 
interim – 183. 
irretrievably – 243. 
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J  
judicious – 222. 
 
L  
labyrinth – 106. 
larynx – 97. 
latitudinarian – 119. 
laundry – 8. 
liquesce – 237. 
litany – 223. 
lobbyist – 151. 
lozenge – 192. 
luxury – 83. 
 
M  
mallard – 185. 
margin – 147. 
marionette – 217. 
meditate – 158. 
medley – 177. 
melamine – 269. 
migraine – 153. 
mildew – 52. 
miraculous – 90. 
missile – 35. 
momentary – 170. 
momentum – 133. 
monarch – 65. 
monopolize – 82. 
Montessorian – 255. 
morbid – 143. 
mosquitoey – 204. 
muesli – 258. 
 
N  
nubuck – 227. 
nugget – 129. 
nuzzle – 144. 
 
 

O 
 

oblige – 91. 
obscure – 167. 
obvious – 130. 
octopus – 27. 
officiant – 242. 
omniscient – 111. 
oncologist – 213. 
onerous – 232. 
opacity – 229. 
ossuary – 266. 
ounce – 20. 
 
P  
palatable – 103. 
panacea – 248. 
pandemic – 160. 
pantisocracy – 263. 
parable – 205. 
paramecium – 123. 
parochialism – 275. 
patience – 98. 
pessimum – 251. 
petrify – 216. 
pharmacy – 72. 
pheasant – 184. 
phlebitis – 272. 
photosynthesis – 117. 
piano – 29. 
pigeon – 77. 
pilgrimage – 208. 
pirouette – 254. 
plural – 13. 
plutonite – 212. 
pollutant – 224. 
population – 42. 
portcullis – 265. 
premonition – 221. 
primogeniture – 259. 
prism – 145. 

Promethean – 241. 
proscenium – 244. 
psychoanalysis – 105. 
punctuation – 61. 
 
Q  
quarantine – 87. 
quintessence – 235. 
 
R  
rascal – 196. 
realistic – 137. 
receive – 21. 
reconcilable – 209. 
refrigerant – 247. 
representative – 188. 
reprieve – 175. 
residue – 220. 
revision – 128. 
rheumatic – 245. 
rotisserie – 124. 
routine – 54. 
rutabaga – 100. 
 
S  
Sagittarius – 264. 
sardine – 146. 
scalpel – 211. 
scholarship – 79. 
scruple – 80. 
sculpture – 44. 
seismograph – 233. 
semifinal – 22. 
senator – 37. 
shuttle – 135. 
significant – 51. 
sinusitis – 240. 
solemn – 34. 
soprano – 163. 
specialty – 28. 

squeeze – 16. 
stalactite – 261. 
straightforward – 38. 
strengthen – 43. 
subterranean – 89. 
suburban – 78. 
successful – 60. 
suggest – 17. 
supplement – 96. 
surround – 15. 
sustenance – 228. 
synthetically – 202. 
 
T  
tachycardia – 253. 
terrible – 14. 
theory – 141. 
thought – 3. 
tiramisu – 273. 
tolerant – 53. 
tortellini – 260. 
towel – 6. 
treasure – 19. 
tuberculosis – 257. 
tutor – 75. 
 
U  
unsentimental – 178. 
urgent – 10. 
 
V  
velocity – 68. 
vengeance – 115. 
vestige – 234. 
virtue – 203. 
volume – 136. 
 
W  
whetstone – 154.
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 1. coffee 56. chemical 111. omniscient 166. hazmat 221. premonition 
 2. imagine 57. dynamite 112. cajolery 167. obscure 222. judicious 
 3. thought 58. fertilize 113. analgesia 168. farce 223. litany 
 4. dangerous 59. artificial 114. conundrum 169. elevator 224. pollutant 
 5. cancel 60. successful 115. vengeance 170. momentary 225. decongestant 
 6. towel 61. punctuation 116. analogize 171. eavesdropper 226. crucible 
 7. furnace 62. casserole 117. photosynthesis 172. altitude 227. nubuck 
 8. laundry 63. immature 118. calisthenics 173. evaluate 228. sustenance 
 9. exact 64. centipede 119. latitudinarian 174. ancestor 229. opacity 
 10. urgent 65. monarch 120. anemone 175. reprieve 230. agoraphobia 
 11. celebration 66. apology 121. adieu 176. elegant 231. hallucination 
 12. avenue 67. denominator 122. anticoagulant 177. medley 232. onerous 
 13. plural 68. velocity 123. paramecium 178. unsentimental 233. seismograph 
 14. terrible 69. article 124. rotisserie 179. humility 234. vestige 
 15. surround 70. accurate 125. brigadier 180. caterer 235. quintessence 
 16. squeeze 71. guidance 126. curtain 181. agonize 236. impeccable 
 17. suggest 72. pharmacy 127. galley 182. embroider 237. liquesce 
 18. guard 73. faucet 128. revision 183. interim 238. foosball 
 19. treasure 74. condemn 129. nugget 184. pheasant 239. calibrate 
 20. ounce 75. tutor 130. obvious 185. mallard 240. sinusitis 
 21. receive 76. exhaust 131. disaster 186. curfew 241. Promethean 
 22. semifinal 77. pigeon 132. harness 187. burgundy 242. officiant 
 23. holiday 78. suburban 133. momentum 188. representative 243. irretrievably 
 24. brighten 79. scholarship 134. gossip 189. essential 244. proscenium 
 25. continent 80. scruple 135. shuttle 190. ardent 245. rheumatic 
 26. estimate 81. competitive 136. volume 191. corridor 246. dermatitis 
 27. octopus 82. monopolize 137. realistic 192. lozenge 247. refrigerant 
 28. specialty 83. luxury 138. coffin 193. eclipse 248. panacea 
 29. piano 84. agricultural 139. burdensome 194. cellulose 249. ecclesiastical 
 30. headache 85. affiliation 140. absurd 195. authentic 250. gelid 
 31. examine 86. apprentice 141. theory 196. rascal 251. pessimum 
 32. cabbage 87. quarantine 142. cabinet 197. gurney 252. calliope 
 33. diamond 88. hysterical 143. morbid 198. alias 253. tachycardia 
 34. solemn 89. subterranean 144. nuzzle 199. candelabra 254. pirouette 
 35. missile 90. miraculous 145. prism 200. disparity 255. Montessorian 
 36. exercise 91. oblige 146. sardine 201. attrition 256. fascistic 
 37. senator 92. encore 147. margin 202. synthetically 257. tuberculosis 
 38. straightforward 93. centennial 148. haddock 203. virtue 258. muesli 
 39. courage 94. indelible 149. calcium 204. mosquitoey 259. primogeniture 
 40. applause 95. financier 150. disobey 205. parable 260. tortellini 
 41. beautiful 96. supplement 151. lobbyist 206. crocodilian 261. stalactite 
 42. population 97. larynx 152. expectant 207. ammonia 262. ichthyosaur 
 43. strengthen 98. patience 153. migraine 208. pilgrimage 263. pantisocracy 
 44. sculpture 99. accomplice 154. whetstone 209. reconcilable 264. Sagittarius 
 45. author 100. rutabaga 155. colic 210. hiatus 265. portcullis 
 46. bargain 101. fallacy 156. incapable 211. scalpel 266. ossuary 
 47. extinct 102. infatuation 157. dimension 212. plutonite 267. glaucomatous 
 48. enormous 103. palatable 158. meditate 213. oncologist 268. hamartia 
 49. calories 104. ineffable 159. directory 214. acquittal 269. melamine 
 50. consonant 105. psychoanalysis 160. pandemic 215. extraneous 270. deluginous 
 51. significant 106. labyrinth 161. epoxy 216. petrify 271. epilation 
 52. mildew 107. enfranchise 162. furiously 217. marionette 272. phlebitis 
 53. tolerant 108. aggrandizement 163. soprano 218. gnome 273. tiramisu 
 54. routine 109. circuitous 164. diagonal 219. catapult 274. Byzantine 
 55. commentary 110. adjudicate 165. congestion 220. residue 275. parochialism 
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